
Happy Convergence (1880-1900)

Happily, four factors serendipitously coalesced to skyrocket the
Westerly Granite industry to dominance. 

First, the exceptional quality of Westerly granite made it “the
standard of quality” for more than half a century. Its uniform color,
fine grain, strength and workability allowed monuments to feature
exquisite details. 

Second, the trend away from stark churchyard cemeteries toward
park-like cemeteries had grown for nearly fifty years. Most cities
featured these tranquil settings where people could go for Sunday
afternoon picnics and strolls amidst the dignified artistic monuments
that the Westerly granite industry was poised to provide and did.
Still today, these cemeteries, such as River Bend in Westerly, provide
a traffic-free environment for runners and walkers who enjoy the
lovely landscape and the artistic monuments during their workout. 

Another driving force was the desire to commemorate the heroes of
the Civil War. National Battlefields were established in Gettysburg,
PA; Antietam, MD; Chickamauga, GA and Vicksburg, MS.

Documented records of
monuments of Westerly
granite in these historic
battlefields from the
Smith Granite Company
alone show that there
are 69 monuments at
Gettysburg, 38 at
Chickamauga, 8 at
Antietam and 1 at
Vicksburg. Other
Westerly companies
provided monuments
as well. 

The final factor was the
value that society placed
on elaborate monuments
to commemorate the
lives of famous men or
of deceased loved ones.
Ornate carving, statues,
elaborate dies, and

multiple bases were components of these Victorian monuments
which can be seen in both cemeteries and public squares. Often
there is great sentimentality associated with these monuments
which Westerly sculptors were able to create in plaster and carvers
were able to create in stone. 
Linda Smith Chaffee

Antietam Soldier, “Old Simon,” was cut by the New England Granite Works owned by James G.
Batterson. Here the statue, erected for approval, is on the site of the Batterson Quarry on
Ledward Avenue. James Poulette, one of the two statue cutters is pictured on the ladder. The
other statue cutter, not pictured, was Joseph Bedford. 

The Hoyt monument is in Graceland Cemetery, Chicago,
IL. It has three statues, multiple bases, and a die with
engaged columns and ornate carving. The Smith Granite
Company produced this monument in 1883 for $9500
which is the equivalent to $33,924 today.

This monument of a private in the Union
Army stands in the center of Antietam
National Cemetery in Sharpsburg, Maryland.
Locally known as “Old Simon,” the soldier
stands at “in place rest.” The monument
was dedicated in 1880.

The statue was first shown in 1876 at the
Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia. It was
then taken apart for shipment to
Sharpsburg, MD. It traveled via Washington,
DC and then up the C&O canal. En route the
top part of the statue fell overboard and
spent the winter in the Potomac River.

The height of the monument is 44 feet 7
inches; it weighs 250 tons.
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The Travelers Tower, a landmark in
Hartford, CT, was built by the New
England Granite Works with a
façade of Westerly pink granite in
1906. The Smith Granite Company
built the addition in 1912. When it
was completed, it was the seventh
tallest building in the world, the
first commercial building outside of
New York City to rise higher than
500 feet and the tallest building in
New England for many years.

Stone Chips

The War Memorial at the top of West Broad Street was from Sullivan granite,
but was cut in Quincy Massachusetts because the committee decided they
could save some money. It is said that no local granite people would go near
the finished memorial. Ballato,John
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Coming

Next Week

The rich and famous demand
Westerly granite, (1880-1900).

Share your stories, photos and artifacts. Be part of the
BSH Granite Research Center.

Please call us at 401-377-8490 or 401-322-0452 or
e-mail us at builtfromstone@gmail.com

UNITED BUILDERS SUPPLY, along with the
Babcock-Smith House Museum and The Westerly
Sun, is proud to be part of this effort in bringing
the heritage of the Westerly Granite industry
back to the people of Westerly.

A treasure from the past, United Builders Supply
is excited to be able to offer
these historic granites to the
marketplace again.

Westerly Granite is again being
used successfully in the region.

All masonry materials were
supplied by United Builders Supply Co., Inc.

This picture shows Westerly Blue granite being used as a pool coping
and infinity edge along with Westerly Pink veneer wall stone in new
construction of a home in Westerly.

Documented Granite Workers
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