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Documented Granite Workers

Battlefield Memorials

South County sent hundreds of men to the Civil War. More than 60
men, according to Westerly and Its Witnesses, from the greater
Westerly area did not return—a pattern repeated across the nation.
Because of the carnage on these battlefields, they became almost
holy sites and in the 1890’s Antietam, Chickamauga, Vicksburg and
Gettysburg became national parks. Although Westerly had no units
at Gettysburg, Rhode Island had three artillery batteries and one
infantry regiment. Immediately following the three-day battle, the
soldiers were hastily buried and their remains were later dug up and
reinterred with their units. 

When the state legislature discussed appropriating money for
monuments, the impetus had been to build one impressive
monument to honor all the Rhode Island units, but the decision,
based on what other states were doing, was to erect an individual
monument for each regiment or battery. Units were allowed to

choose the monument site and most
chose either the burial site or the place
of a significant battle. Battery B, 1st
Rhode Island Light Artillery, chose the
place where the cannon, presently in
the state house, was jammed and men
were slaughtered as a result. 

Their monument is made of Westerly
granite and stands 7-1/2 feet tall with a
granite ball on top, replicating the
cannon ball. Sometime before 1989
the cannon ball had been stolen,
leaving only a spike. Bob Madison,
then a member of Battery B, 1st
Rhode Island Light Artillery, a re-
enactment group, measured the spike
and calculated the diameter of the ball
from an engraving in the history of the
artillery written in 1894. Donald
Bonner made a replacement of

Westerly granite as a gift to the Battery who then installed it. The
story is that Bonner made two in case one was ever stolen again. 

Many of the monuments made in Westerly have interesting stories.
The Antietam Soldier, perhaps the best known monument in
Antietam, is wearing a cavalryman’s great coat rather than the
infantryman’s version. Called by some “the best-looking article of
clothing of the War,” the cape gives a much more dramatic flair than
just a standing collar. 

Ike Smith has the muzzle-loaded rifled musket that was used as a
model for many of the statues. 

Lt. Harry W. Mitchell
served as a model for 
R. D. Barr for the 14th
Brooklyn (84th NY
Infantry) monument
which Joe Bedford cut.
Sources say that Mitchell
had been wounded as a
member of this unit, but
how or why he got to
Westerly to serve as the
model is a mystery.

The battlefield parks
quickly filled up with
memorials — many made
of Westerly granite. At
least 74 of the 1300
monuments (or six
percent) at Gettysburg are
from Westerly granite and
there are 38 Smith Granite
Company Memorials at
Chickamauga.
Ellen L. Madison

Westerly Blue Granite was used to create this
memorial garden at Christ Episcopal Church here
in Westerly. A combination of Westerly Blue
Granite and bluestone was
used. Materials are available
from United Builders Supply
Co., Inc.

Charles Lux, a German immigrant, became a
prominent butcher and meat packer in San
Francisco. His ability to hobnob with California’s
politically powerful and wealthy classes and to
easily obtain credit from the Bank of California
attracted an offer from competitor Henry Miller to
become partners. To seal the deal, the two partners
married sisters and became brothers-in-law. They
became co-owners of the largest cattle ranching
and farming business the world had ever known
with the establishment of Miller & Lux, Inc. in 1857.
It is reported that one could travel on Lux land
continuously from Mexico to Canada except for a
10 mile gap. Lux operated the business interests in
San Francisco while Miller managed the rural
operations. Upon reaching $100,000 in cash, over
one million dollars in assets, and not one penny of
debt, Lux suggested retirement, to which Miller
replied “We haven’t begun yet!” One of their
holdings, the Miller & Lux Tallow & Soap Company,
was eventually purchased by Lever Brothers who
still market Lux Soap.

Lux had a lasting effect on the state of California. The 1886 Lux v.
Haggin decision by the California Supreme Court is one of the most
significant water rights cases in the state’s history. The court decided
that newcomers were not permitted to divert water away from the
landowners who had already established rights to the water. This
decision has formed the basis of California’s approach to water rights
ever since.

United Builders Supply, along with the Babcock-Smith House Museum
and The Westerly Sun, is proud to be part of this effort in bringing the
heritage of the Westerly Granite industry back to the people of Westerly.

United Builders Supply Co., Inc. is excited to be able to offer these
historic granites, a treasure from the past, to the marketplace again.

The Lux mausoleum in Mountain Grove Cemetery,
Oakland, CA, was cut by the Smith Granite Company
from blue Westerly Granite in 1888 for $26,732.

Water diversion system on Lux land in California
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Battery B, 1st Rhode Island Light
Artillery

Carved by Fortunato Zangrandi on
the front of a single block of granite
is a life-size bas relief of Color
Sergeant Ben Crippen in the
unusual pose of shaking his fist.
Crippen’s job as flag bearer was to
keep the vital symbol of the unit
visible where all could rally around
it. His 6'1" frame made the flag of
the 143rd Pennsylvania a prominent
rallying point. Sergeant Crippen,
among the last of the unit to fall
back, made a point of turning
around periodically to shake his fist
defiantly at the advancing
Confederates. His body was never
recovered and rests among the
unknown in the Gettysburg National
Cemetery. The survivors of the
143rd felt that he should be singled
out for recognition on the
monument that honored them all.
Nearly two-thirds of the $1500 total
cost of the monument was devoted
to the sculpting of a likeness of Ben
Crippen standing forever in the pose
that inspired and encouraged them.
This is the only monument on the
battlefield depicting a Non-
Commissioned Officer (NCO).
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Emotions are captured by artisans of the Smith Granite
Company in a bas relief on the monument entitled “By a
Comrade’s Grave,” which honors the 38th Pennsylvania
Infantry, 9th Reserves. 

Stone Chips

We started cutting these rock face markers. They were 2 foot, by a foot, by 8
inches high. Of course, we’d go down and we’d knock a corner off. So the foreman
would come over and he would put new lines on and instead of being 2 foot long,
it was 20 inches long. Sometimes we ended up with one … only 8 inches long by 
6 inches wide. [The foreman said] “Okay, you put that right down by your tool box
and every time you think you’re getting pretty good, you look at that marker and
remember how many [corners] you knocked off before you got there.”

One of the stories goes that an apprentice was told to ‘save the corners.’ So
every corner he took off he threw in his tool box. He couldn’t get any tools in,
he got in so many corners.
Isaac G. Smith, Jr. (b. 1922) in an interview in 1983

Coming

Next Week

Civic Memorials

Share your stories, photos and artifacts. Earlier volumes of
“Built From Stone” are now on the museum’s website;
www.babcocksmithhouse.org.

Please call us at 401-377-8490 or 401-322-0452 or e-mail us
at builtfromstone@gmail.com.


