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Documented Granite Workers

M & G Masonry Contractors of Andover, Ct. recently
rebuilt the chimneys and fireplaces on a home in
Westerly. Martin Geoghegan of 
M & G used UBS Westerly Pink
granite obtained from United
Builders Supply on this project.
The unique nature of Westerly
Pink makes in
extremely hard to
match. Restoration
projects are now
possible using the
same Westerly
Pink and Blue
Granites from UBS
that was used on
several
commercial
buildings, homes
and walls both in
Westerly and
around the
country.

United Builders Supply, along with the Babcock-Smith House Museum
and The Westerly Sun, is proud to be part of this effort in bringing the
heritage of the Westerly Granite industry back to the people of Westerly.

United Builders Supply is excited to be able to offer these historic
granites, a treasure from the past, to the marketplace again.

Honoring the Dead 

Civil War (1861–1865) units were organized by states, and regiments
would frequently be made up of men recruited from a single town.
Therefore, battle losses incurred by a unit were often felt acutely
back home and the need to memorialize the dead rose to a fever
pitch. After the War, committees were formed to erect these
monuments. It was an honor to serve on the committee and local
newspapers documented the process which often did not run
smoothly. Committee members wrangled over the design,
placement, and cost of memorials. In a sort of fervor, folks dedicated
themselves to fundraising. Westerly was poised to take advantage of
this national movement with its abundant supply of high quality
granite and an industry beginning to focus on monumental works of
art, supported by talented designers, eager salesmen, and a skilled
work force. 

Civil War memorials were sent as far away as Minnesota and Ohio
from the Smith Granite Company alone. Here in Westerly the Civil
War memorial is the Westerly Public Library and it is fitting that the
original entrance is made of Westerly granite, although it is puzzling

as to why the whole
building was not
constructed of local
granite. 

In this frenzy of erecting
civic memorials, people
also wanted to honor non-
military heroes. The New
London Firemen’s Statue
was erected in 1898, but
by 1976 time and vandals
had taken their toll on the
hat and nozzle. Following
the precedent of
considerable debate, the
NL Town Council finally
voted to invest $6,000 to
rehabilitate the statue and
move it to a new location.

The Bonner Monument Company of Westerly took four days to
remove the old hat and another four days to fit a new granite hat
using bronze dowels. 

By 1938, a fund had been growing to erect a statue in Providence to
Roger Williams which was deemed to cost $76,000. The Joseph
Coduri Granite Company had been awarded the contract and would
use about 5,000 cubic feet of Westerly blue-white granite, weighing
nearly 600 tons, from the Sullivan quarry in Bradford. The fund,
however, was about $20,000 short and there was a question as to
whether everything except the statue itself would have to be
constructed of limestone. Local granite cutters appealed to the
chairman of the State Finance Committee who successfully
introduced a bill to supply an extra $21,000 to allow for the complete
use of granite. The bill passed the Senate and the House on the last
day of the session; perhaps allowing no time or energy for debate. 

Unlike the results of many short-lived fads, the results of this move
to commemorate heroes are lasting.
Ellen L. Madison with contributions from John B. Coduri

Once 3 Benefit Street was the home of Andrew Low, setter for the
Smith Granite Company.
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Stone Chips

“Another thing I remember when they had a big strike down there — this is
probably right during the Depression, probably when it was bad. A lot of strike-
breakers came in from Providence or Pawtucket or somewhere and they sent all
the kids home from school [Bradford School] because the cars were lined up
almost to the school yard. These men came in. They were going to break the
strike down here and they were afraid that the children would be out.” 
Mrs. Robert Gavitt (b. 1921) interviewed in 1984

Coming

Next Week

What Is a Mausoleum?

Share your stories, photos and artifacts. Earlier volumes of
“Built From Stone” are now on the museum’s website;
www.babcocksmithhouse.org.

Please call us at 401-377-8490 or 401-322-0452 or e-mail us
at builtfromstone@gmail.com

Li
nd

a 
S

m
ith

 C
ha

ffe
e

Scotsman Andrew Low lived on
Oatmeal Alley (Benefit Street) just a

block from the Smith Granite
Company where he worked as a

stonecutter and setter. He is listed
as setter for 54 monuments in the

Smith Granite Company order
books.  He worked in RI, CT, ME,
MA, NY, NJ, and PA being certain

that the monuments were in pristine
condition before he finished.

Harold Buzzi shares a tidbit about his father’s involvement with the statue of Roger Williams
which presently overlooks Providence from Prospect Terrace. Evidently the statue was being
carved in the Coduri sheds when some sort of impasse occurred and Angelo Buzzi was called in
to see whether he could finish carving the statue. Finding the statue lying on the ground with the
front completed, Buzzi said, “Please stand it up.” They said that they couldn’t because there
wouldn’t be clearance for the overhead crane. “Then dig a hole.” They did. It was when the
statue was raised that Buzzi discovered a problem. The hunk of stone was 7-8 inches short in the
back of what was needed to complete the carving. The designer, when called in, said “Just do
the best you can.” And Buzzi did. His son said, “If you look at him (Williams) sideways, he looks
as if he went to Weight Watchers.”

The impressive base of
the Stone Wall Jackson

Monument in
Charlottesville, VA was

made of red Westerly
granite by the New

England Granite Works.
It is cut in epic size —
that is one and a half

times life size. It is
topped with a bronze

equestrian statue.

The monument of the State of Maine to
her Soldiers and Sailors with its terrace,

urns and flagpole base was set by Andrew
Low in Kittery, ME in 1924.

Flagpole base for the State of Maine
monument in Kittery, ME.
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