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Joseph Gervasini

Joseph Gervasini arrived at Ellis Island on
April 14, 1901 at age 24. The ship
manifest identified him as a sculptor who
had begun his apprenticeship 10 years
earlier in the small Italian city of Varese,
in the Lombardy region, between Milan
and Como. The Gervasini family was and
remains a prominent family there. By the
time of his death 48 years later, he was
one of the best known granite carvers in
the eastern United States and his works
were located throughout the country.

The sole remaining Westerly carver,
Richard Comolli, describes him as having
“the finest hand.” Comolli points to the Monti angel in River Bend
Cemetery as an example, saying that “if you run your hands along
the angel wings on the rear of the piece, you experience the softness
of feathers despite the medium actually being granite. This is both a
testament to him and the quality of Westerly granite. Westerly
granite is hard with only a small amount of mica, which in the hand
of Mr. Gervasini allowed him to create the finest details.”

On March 19, 1931 The Westerly Sun reported that the Joseph Coduri
Granite Company  had shipped “one of the most beautiful
monuments ever produced in Westerly” to a Springfield, MA
cemetery. The blue-white Westerly granite monument for the McGuill
family is 12 feet long and 7 feet high and includes “a relief carving
of Christ in his mother’s arms after being taken down from the
cross.”  The Sun praised this piece which Gervasini produced in four
months as “an exceptional … artistic work, with figures being
realistic and lifelike in every detail” and one of his “many fine pieces
of work.”

Shortly after arriving in Westerly, Gervasini married Caroline Favero

and commenced
raising a large
family at his 48
Oak Street
homestead
abutting the
Coduri cutting
shed, and
participating in
the civic,
religious and
social activities
of Westerly. This
home became a
place where
other Italian-Americans were welcomed when they sought assistance
in assimilation or other help. He relaxed from the intensity of his
work by listening to opera.

He was a founder and Secretary of the local Sons of Italy lodge, a
founder of the Westerly Bocce Club, a member
of the Our Lady of Mount Carmel Society at
the Church of the Immaculate Conception, a
member of the local stonecutters union and a
friend and supporter of John O. Pastore, the
first Rhode Island governor and first United
States Senator of Italian-American heritage.
After his retirement, he served on the
Columbus Monument committee and watched
his children follow their father’s civic and
religious traditions. 
Anne Gervasini Liguori, granddaughter of Joseph Gervasini

Above: The completed Berwind
monument in a cemetery near

Philadelphia.

Right: The unfinished hand,
damaged during the fire.
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Stone Chips

Another method of getting stone out: [A cable and derrick would be used.
Railroad ties would protect the cable. Later on in the process, with the steel balls
under it,] “they’d drill it to the size they want. Whatever they’d need. You’d cut it.
Just slice it off and they used to put jackhammers in the holes … because a lot of
beds were awful thick up to Sullivan’s. When we got through before four o’clock
drilling them stones, we’d get water and fill them holes up with water. The next
morning, this is in the winter now mind you, why that water would crack the
stone open. So the men wouldn’t have to pound their head off cracking that stone
with a sledgehammer. That water used to freeze and open that stone right up.”
Patsy Capizzano (b.1911) in an interview in 1983

Documented Granite Workers

Coming

Next Week

Monument Maintenance

Share your stories, photos and artifacts. Earlier volumes of
“Built From Stone” are now on the museum’s website;
www.babcocksmithhouse.org.

Please call us at 401-377-8490 or 401-322-0452 or e-mail us
at builtfromstone@gmail.com.
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Coduri Granite Company carvers (l to r John Milby, Joseph Gervasini,
unknown) putting the finishing touches on the angel statue for the
Samuel Maynard Monument destined for the Forest Hills Cemetery in
Utica, NY. The granite was supplied by the Sullivan Granite Co. from
their quarry in Niantic (now Bradford), RI, which supplies “Westerly Blue”
of an especially fine grain.

Gervasini Family: (l-r) Eugene, Marion, Joseph, Jr., Caroline, Arthur,
Caroline, Joseph, Albert, Olga
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Monti angel with arm broken in River Bend Cemetery. McGill Monument, Philadelphia, PA.

The Hand

On Monday, March 5, 1934 a huge fire
swept through the sheds of the Joseph
Coduri Granite Company on Oak Street.
$60,000 would be needed to rebuild the
damaged buildings and $40,000 to
replace the monumental stones and
statues that were also destroyed. The
three-alarm blaze required the services
of over 100 firefighters from both the
Westerly and Pawcatuck departments.

At the time of the fire, Ferruccio “Frank”
Comolli, father of Richard Comolli, had
nearly completed a statue that was part
of a large Berwind family monument.
Many monuments and statues cracked
when exposed to the extreme heat of
the fire and the application of the cool
water needed to quell the blaze. One
damaged statue remnant was the
raised hand of the Berwind Monument.

Eventually, the statue and the
monument were redone and shipped to
a cemetery in the Philadelphia area.


