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On the stress of carving: There was a story of man who was finishing up a statue
and was practically done and an accident happened. A finger broke off or hand
broke off and these people would be very upset. This particular man, he just
wanted to be alone and went into the woods. They would find him and take a
blanket out and cover him up at night and bring him a glass of wine or a cup of
coffee and sat with him for whatever time it took. I think in this particular case it
took 2 or 3 days. Then he would come home and get straightened out. He had to
get this worked out to be of any value later on and to come back and do the great
things he was capable of doing.
Isaac G. Smith, Jr. (b.1922)  in an interview in 1983

Documented Granite Workers

Coming

Next Week

Ike Smith: The Man Who
Knows the Answers

Share your stories, photos and artifacts. Earlier volumes of
“Built From Stone” are now on the museum’s website;
www.babcocksmithhouse.org.

Please call us at 401-377-8490 or 401-322-0452 or e-mail us
at builtfromstone@gmail.com.
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The Great Carvers: 

Angelo and Columbus Zerbarini  

(1852–1904: 1859–1921)

Little did Angelo’s father and uncle know in 1865 when they chose
the thirteen-year-old to accompany them from Italy to New York that
he and his brother Columbus would be among their new country’s
outstanding carvers. While attending night school to learn English in
order to serve as the men’s translator, Angelo found a job in a stone-
cutting concern where he vowed to learn to carve granite the way
his father carved wood for furniture details.

Soon the rest of the family arrived and Columbus also set about to
learn stone-carving. The brothers soon received job offers from the
New England Granite Company which was working on
embellishments to the Connecticut capitol. They worked for several
years in Hartford with other immigrant Italian carvers and, later,
when Batterson transferred them to the Westerly Works in 1881,
they referred to themselves as the “Capitol Gang.” Included in this
close-knit group were Daniel Malnati, John Galli, Fotunato Zangrandi,
Frank Baldi, Charles Lena and James Polette. After buying houses for
their families on Summer Street, the brothers left Batterson and

went to the Smith
Granite Company.

Here they often worked
as a team on such
monuments as The
Great Equestrian. As
the demand for great
monuments
diminished at the turn
of the century, they
turned to private
memorials such as The
Stephen Wilcox stone
in River Bend. About
1900 Angelo’s health
began to decline due to
silicosis, forcing him to
leave Smith Granite. He
died at age 51. 

From 1905 on,
Columbus would
complete a set of
monuments to which
others could only
aspire. As a true

craftsman, he
was fanatic
about his tools.
Only Jeremiah
Healy, the most
exacting
blacksmith of
them all, could
properly temper
the scores of
varying chisels,
and only his
favorite toolboy
Dick Mitchell could carry them to him each day. He executed the
Soldier’s and Sailor’s Monument in Elizabeth, New Jersey, and many
private memorials. How fortunate we are to have many of his
“smaller” pieces here at River Bend,
including the Graf Memorial, an
impressive figure and cross, and the
Charles B. Coon stone, a young woman in
a flowing gown holding an hourglass.

Together the brothers left a legacy of art,
skill, and devotion to craft which moves
us still.
Ellen L. Madison with information taken from “The
Story of Westerly Granite” by Stephen W. Macomber.
Published by the Westerly Historical Society in 1958.
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In 2004, Representative Peter Lewiss
spearheaded a campaign to use
money allocated for the arts to have
a contemporary granite sculpture
placed on the grounds of the newly-
renovated train station. His goal was
to showcase a modern interpretation
of the use of Westerly granite. The
design by local artist Kam Ghaffari
was chosen by the Selection
Committee headed by David
Panciera.  Cherenzia Excavation
donated three pieces of Westerly
granite-one pink, one blue and one
red— as well as services related to
the installation. The granite boulders
and the bronze fish were cut and
cast respectively by the Johnson
Atelier firm in New Jersey. One fish
and one polished surface are visible
from every direction. The sculpture is
titled “Misquamicut” which means
“place where fish are” and the three
bronze fish reflect the three fish on
the town seal.

B
S

H
 M

us
eu

m

B
S

H
 M

us
eu

m

Each day Mrs. Loveland, who commissioned the ailing Angelo
to carve this memorial, sent a cab to the sculptor’s home to
take him to and from the Joseph Newall sheds where he
worked on this statue. “The Angel of Peace,” a beautiful
tribute to its carver struggling to work with diminishing
strength, faces the north entrance of River Bend Cemetery.

Carved by Columbus for his son Harry who died the same
year as Angelo, this handsome piece of white granite with a
beveled surface features an unrolled scroll upon which rests
a skillfully tooled stalk of calla lilies which entwines about a
rope and an anchor. Note the protruding stamen of the lily

and the lifelike rope and anchor ring.

Columbus carved his
own family’s stone

which is near the
Babcock mound at

River Bend. The young
woman stands before
an ivy-covered cross.
At her side is perched

an owl as a symbol that
“death comes in the

night.”
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“Misquamicut” a contemporary sculpture from three types of
Westerly granite — red, pink and blue.


