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Granite Book Premiers on May 28

Built From Stone: The Westerly Granite Story is

finished. We can now proudly announce the book as one
of the museum’s most significant achievements. Perhaps
it will not make the national bestseller list, but, if the
presales are any indication, it will be Westerly’s bestseller
this spring.
This full color, hard-bound edition with more than 200
pages of photographs, history, personal stories and much
more was the natural outgrowth of the 52 full-page
articles that ran in The Westerly Sun and were paid for by
Michael Slosberg. The book brings together much of the
information from the series and previously undiscovered
and unpublished material into a coherent whole which
will educate and entertain us all and renew our pride in
Westerly’s granite heritage.
Please allow us a moment of personal indulgence. We
have witnessed an outpouring of sharing and support
which our long and incomplete list of acknowledgments
reduces to names on a page, but which touched us deeply.
We will remember the tears of a man as he handed us
precious papers from a father he had never met. The man
who glowed with pride as he posed for a picture with his

donation of a record book found in his attic. The woman
who brought us copies of yellowed newspaper clippings
which she had collected years ago. The family members who
sifted through old family pictures to find just the one we were
looking for. The generous people who readily agreed to write
articles, take pictures, research a tiny missing detail. The man
who told us of his surprise that other ethnic groups besides
Italians helped make the industry what it was. Those who
told us proudly: “I saw my grandfather’s name in the list”
or “I went to the cemetery last week and I am seeing those
monuments with new eyes. Thank you.”
The three of us shared the same daunting question of ‘where
do we begin,’ the disappointment of not finding more
information, the frustration of thinking something was done
and discovering it was not, and the excitement at seeing
just the right cover design for the first time. We learned
more about our families’ involvement in the industry. Most
importantly, we proved that it is possible for three people to
work together harmoniously with respect for each other’s
talents and work ethics.

Linda Smith Chaffee, John B. Coduri, Ellen L. Madison, Ph.D.
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Docents’ Page

Evening of Colonial Hospitality

Partake of colonial hospitality
presented by costumed docents
who want to share a bit of
history, fun, and exposure to their
activities with you. Westerly is
three and a half centuries old and
contains much history of which
we are all a part. If you have ever
wanted to learn more, have ever
wanted to get a glimpse of what docents do, or have ever
wanted to explore the new opportunities to share in this
history, please attend. Don’t let fifth graders have all the
fun!

April 7, 5-7 pm
BSH Carriage House

New Tour Guides Welcome
Meet new people while sharing your love of local
history. Volunteer to become a tour guide, assistant
or storekeeper on a Friday or Saturday afternoon this
summer. Knowledgeable docents will train and assist
newcomers. Contact Ed Fazio at 401-322-8240 to
volunteer.

Docents Enjoy Other Museums
The docents are now planning their 2011 spring
visit to the General James M. Varnum House in East
Greenwich, RI to be followed by a luncheon. Call
Ron Brunelle at 860-599-2154 for further information.
Last year the docents visited both Smith Castle in
Wickford, RI and the John Adams and John Quincy
Adams’ homes in Quincy, MA. The second day
of the Quincy trip was a celebration of the 275th
birthday of John Adams, held at the Church of the
Presidents where both presidents and their wives are
buried.

Fifth Grade Student Tours
Every year since 1974, nearly 300 fifth graders and
their teachers from the Westerly School System
and now from St.Pius X and St. Michael’s Schools
spend a morning at the museum learning about local
colonial history and the history of the granite industry.
Students participate in colonial crafts such as
stenciling, weaving, and writing with a quill pen and
also get to play with some typical colonial toys such
as Jacob’s ladder, whirligigs, and ten pins.
Their visit includes a guided tour of the 1734 mansion
and a scavenger hunt in which they are asked to
locate and identify many arcane colonial items such
as adjustable fire screens, candlewick trimmers,
and other household “appliances.” Students always
enjoy shopping in Joshua’s Store as the docents make
a special effort to create inexpensive hand-crafted
items appealing to children. Their visit concludes
with a light snack and a Q & A session. Students
come in groups of 50 to 60 students per day and tours
are typically scheduled over six days.
This museum field trip coincides with the study
of colonial history and is always held in late May.
We are grateful to the local PTO for providing
transportation. The program requires several months
of planning and typically involves around two dozen
museum docents, but it is one of the most gratifying
experiences for these willing museum volunteers. It
is particularly heartwarming to have an adult come to
the museum and fondly reminisce about visiting as
a fifth grader. This is not an uncommon occurrence,
especially when one considers that over the past
36 years we have had many thousands of students
participate in this program.

The Babcock-Smith House Museum
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2010 Members of the Babcock-Smith House Museum
Docent Members
Sandra Abbott
Dianne and Jon Babcock
Mildred Beam
Anna and Dwight Brown, emeriti
Mary and Ronald Brunelle
Roberta Burkhardt
Dorothy Clarke, emerita
Roslyn Clarke, emerita
Mary Cool
Barbara Cotton, emerita
Elizabeth Fox, emerita
Ann Frink
Frances Kelly, emerita
Dawn Lafleur
Mary Ann McCarty
Jessie Mearns, emerita
Mary Mitchell +
Kathy Niles
Ruth Reynolds, emerita
Tally Sardelli
Linda P. Schackner
June Silvestri
Greta Slesiona
Mary Lou Walter
Barbara and William Weaver

Individual-$20
Anonymous
Helen Farrell Allen	 
Florence Alvino	 
Barbara Barber	 
Mr. and Mrs. Marc Bernier
Michael Brankert, Sr.
Barbara and Bob Brin
Ayo Bryant	 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles C. Buffum, Sr.
Wanda Butler *	 
Mrs. Carolynne Cordner
Mr. Arthur H. Coy	 
Deborah Dear	 
Mr. & Mrs. Harvey C. DeMovick, Jr.
Eva M. Despres	 
Mrs. Judith Dobbrow	 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard F. Dudley
Elizabeth Fox	 
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Georgeady *
Mrs. Eleanor R. Grinnell *
Susan L. Hathaway	 
Joan Jensen	 
Katherine Krystinik
Laurie Lamb	 
Briggs Larkin	 
Linda Lavallee	 
Mrs. Priscilla R. Lewis
Mr. & Mrs. Louis Luzzi
Ms. Carol H. Maynard
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas McLaughlin

Donna Kessel Mills	 
Frances A. Muller	 
Mrs. John Nolan	 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas A. O’Connell
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Peck #
Doris A. Pellerin	 
Beverly Ravenelle	 
Mr. & Mrs. Tony Ribeiro
Ms. Laurel Ronsley
Abigail Sauvigne	 
Sara I. Serra	 
Mr and Mrs. Robert Sisco
Anthony Gallup Smith *
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Smith
Mrs. Farquhar Smith, III
Maria L. Sposato	 
Ms. Virginia Staubley *
Mr. & Mrs. Neil H. Thorp
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Toscano
Mrs. Howard E. Weston
Ms. Anne H. White	 
Jane Whyte	 
Margaret Young

Family-$50	 
Mr. and Mrs. Irvin K. Atkinson
Mr. & Mrs. James W. Babcock
Mr. & Mrs. James Barnes	 
Mr. & Mrs. David Bell	 
Bruce Brawley Family *	 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Brocato
Mr. & Mrs. James C. Buffum
Joanna Burkhardt/Michael
Wakefield
Mr. and Mrs. James Carson
Mr. and Mrs. David Carter	 
Mr. & Mrs. George Champlin
Mr. & Mrs. John B. Currie	 
Robert Denesha	 
Mr. & Mrs. David Devault	 
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Doherty
Ms. Marjorie Duerr *	 
Frets, Zach and Jennifer Dustin
Mrs. Armand Ferraro	 
Mr. & Mrs. Francis A. Gencarelli
Ms. Patricia Grande	 
Mr. and Mrs. Peter B. Griffin
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Haggerty
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Higgins	 
Claire Hofer *	 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Holdredge
William Horne	 
Ms. Nancy Klotz
Lois Collins Ladd	 
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Lawlor
Mr. & Mrs. John Leach, Jr.
Dr. & Mrs. Allen W. Leadbetter
Mr. & Mrs. John Linton *

Mr. & Mrs. William Mason
Mr. & Mrs. Lido J. Mochetti
Mr. & Mrs. John F. Monahan *
Mr. & Mrs. George C. Moore
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Nardone
Mr & Mrs. Kenneth Parrilla
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Richins
Schonning Insurance, Mr. Stephen
Schonning	 
Mrs. Eunice B. Schonning	 
Mr. & Mrs. Alfred Sculco	 
Dr. and Mrs. Bill Shiller	 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Sminkey
Mr. and Mrs. Stanton Terranova, Sr.
Joseph F. Terranova	 
Mrs. Audrey Thorp *	 
Mr. & Mrs. Walt Virginski	 
Mr. & Mrs. Nelson White, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. William Blunt White
United Way of Rhode Island (2)

Historian-$100
Ginger’s Service Station, Inc.	 
Dr. and Mrs. Whitney Addington
Mr. & Mrs. Ripley Anderson *
Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Arfer	 
Hugh Barton	 
Mrs. Vernon Bell	 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Benson *
Mrs. Aldo S. Berchielli	 
Atty Francis J. Crowley	 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph N. Cugini
Mr. & Mrs. David Erskine	 
Mr. Kevin Farley/ Frank Briel
Mr. and Mrs. Donald A. Gest
Mrs. William Gray	 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard C. Holliday
The Rt. Rev. and Mrs. David Joslin
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Lloyd
WESCON, Mr. & Mrs. Paul D.
Lynch	 
Mr. & Mrs. John W. Macomber
Professional Planning Group,
Malcolm Makin	 
Mr. & Mrs. Merton L. Matthews
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Mehringer
Atty. & Mrs. William Nardone
Mr. & Mrs. Henry J. Nardone
Sheila O’Donnell	 
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Pagano
Pfizer	 
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald K. Pitcher

Mr. & Mrs. John G. Power
Mr. David M. Rathbun	 
Dr. & Mrs. Douglas A. Rayner
Mr. Nicholas Rutan	 
Mrs. Robert Sherwood *
Mr. & Mrs. Scott D. Smith
Mrs. Walter Steidle *	 
Mr. and Mrs. J. J. Stevenson, III
Ms. Janice B. Tunney *	 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard E. Webb #
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Wright *

Custodian-$250
Washington Trust Charitable
Foundation	  
Mr. & Mrs. Donn Barclay *
Pamela Crandall	 
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen M. Greene # #
Mr. & Mrs. Charles M. Royce
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas P. Sculco
Mr. & Mrs. Isaac G.Smith, Jr.* #
Dr. and Mrs. Jon Solis

Curator-$500
Ashaway Charitable Trust	 
Mr. & Mrs. William Brennan * #
Ken and Linda Chaffee * #
Mrs. Carolyn G. Longolucco * +
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Potter * +

Conservator-$1000+
John and Julie Coduri #
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Fazio *#
Ellen L. Madison, Ph.D *.#
Mr. & Mrs. Michael A. Slosberg

* indicates docent
# indicates current trustee
+ indicates former trustee

Our thanks extend to all our members who have contributed their time, talent
and other gifts to the Babcock-Smith House Museum. We have made every
attempt to make the list accurate as of March 1, 2011. Please inform us of any
errors.
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Candlelight Dinners

Enjoy the elegant ambiance of the museum dining room for a five-course meal
for twelve, cooked and served by the
museum docents. For $50.00 per person
the experience cannot be matched. Call
401-348-8178 for reservations or more
information.
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Gifts Enhance Granite Collection
Umile Ritacco donated
a record book from the
Dixon Granite Company discovered in his
attic.

Phil Panciera gave us a wrench used
on the quarry locomotives. The
wrench, 38 inches long, is pictured
with a dollar bill to show the scale.
Linda Holman contributed a ribbon that
quarry workers probably wore at a union
convention.

Lido J. Mochetti shared many
drawings done by his father
Lido R. Mochetti a draftsman
for Fraquelli and Brusa.
Madeline Malaghan provided us with a photograph of the legendary statue cutter Columbus Zerbarini who, as a highly respected
craftsman, was the first Italian-American
elected to the Westerly Town Council.
Frances Steverman shared family photograghs of statue cutter John DeRocchi
pictured here with his pregnant wife.
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From the Desk of the Chair
Last year was an exciting year for the museum and we
anticipate a similar high level of activity throughout 2011.
We transitioned from an Annual Campaign to a Museum
Membership program, a major recommendation in the BSH
Museum Business Plan that was developed with the help of
Preserve Rhode Island and a grant from the National Trust
for Historic Preservation. We saw an 11.5 % increase in
membership in 2010.
One of our major initiatives was the year-long weekly granite
series that began last March 29. Special thanks to Susan
Sullivan Brocato, Linda Smith Chaffee, Betty-Jo Cugini
Greene, and Ellen Madison for the abundant amounts of
time each contributed to make this informational series a
reality. We are deeply indebted to Michael Slosberg and
United Builders Supply. This educational effort would not
have been possible without his continual encouragement
and financial support. Additionally, thank you to Tim Ryan,
Andrew Burris and Nancy Young at The Westerly Sun and
Sun Graphics for their expertise and patience with our work
team throughout the past twelve months.
We will be replacing the museum furnace and oil tank and
converting the dirt basement floor to cement. Both of these
building improvement projects are possible due to a grant
from the Forrest and Frances Lattner Family Foundation. Our
building security system was replaced with a more updated
version which will help us keep our treasures safe for future
generations. Our most public initiative for this year is the
anticipated publication of Built From Stone: The Westerly
Granite Story. This full color, 200 plus page hard-bound
edition is an attempt to share bits and pieces of the Westerly
granite industry so that present and future generations can
take pride in Westerly’s granite heritage. Copies will be
available during our docent-sponsored Annual Open House
on Saturday, May 28 from 2:00-5:00.

We are very fortunate to have a dedicated group of docents.
There would not be a Babcock-Smith House Museum
without their tireless efforts. They are a group of wonderful,
community-minded volunteers responsible for so much of
Roberta Burkhardt gave the museum library books on
the service that the trust provides to our community.

Watch Hill which document the use of granite in this
seaside community.

I am greatly appreciative of all the volunteer and financial
assistance that the Babcock-Smith House Museum receives
each year from so many people throughout our southern
Lonnie Foberg shared this photo New England region. Very special thanks to our Board of
Trustees and all of our museum members for their ongoing
of a crane accident involving
support and belief in our education and preservation mission
Joseph Bray. Lonnie also shared
that guides our efforts throughout the year.

an amazing story. Buy the book
to read the story!

Babcock-Smith House Museum
124 Granite Street
Westerly, RI 02891
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Trustees

John B. Coduri, Chair
Jacqueline F. Brennan
Linda Smith Chaffee
Edward A. Fazio
Betty-Jo Cugini Greene
Stephen M. Greene
Ellen L. Madison, Ph.D.
Alan E. Peck
Isaac G. Smith, Jr.
Richard E. Webb

Caretaker
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