
Volume 14 Number 1 Spring 2018

The Babcock-Smith House Museum
Newsletter

 It’s All in the Family: John and Jennifer Wed

“It’s all in the family!” describes the wedding of Jennifer Poirier, 
a Smith descendant,  to John Tehan.   The couple chose the Bab-
cock-Smith House as the venue for their wedding because Jen-
nifer’s great-great-great grandmother Emeline Gallup came as 
a bride to the house in 1846 when she married Orlando Smith.  
As far as we can determine, it is the first wedding in the colonial 
mansion in at least 130 years, and perhaps even longer. 

Standing up with the couple were John’s 
daughter Jillian and Jennifer’s son Ed-
mund.  John’s mother Virginia Tehan and 
Jennifer’s grandmother Gertrude Smith 
signed the marriage certificate.   Ken-
neth Chaffee, Jennifer’s step-father, per-
formed the ceremony.  Her cousin An-
thony Smith (at right) served as host and 
saw to the needs of the guests, making 
the event truly all in the family. 

Taking charge of the decorations, the excited docents festooned 
the corner cupboard with tulle and flower garlands.  The family 
homestead was transformed into a romantic setting for the wed-
ding.  The docents decorated the keeping room, always the site 
for family activities, as an area 
for the guests to congratulate 
the newlyweds.  

In the glimmering candlelight 
of the formal dining room, the 
couple entertained their guests 
at a five-course dinner.  

Coming Down and Going Up

With Westerly’s 350th anniversary quickly approaching and our 
commitment to continuing education and preservation, it was 
time to do some planning for our changing exhibits.  We have a 
head-spinning series of events ahead of us.

Many of you might remember when we told you about that giant 
crate filled with large glass plates which Gerry Weinstein sent us.  
With some educated guessing, we think that the photos of monu-
ments and buildings were probably used, or were intended to be 
used, in a sales book for the Smith Granite Company.  

Many monuments pre-date the order books we have, which 
begin in 1881, and so we excitedly attributed some previously un-
known monuments. Some photos show a cloudlike effect around 
the building or statue, and this early use of photoshopping would 
provide a clear image of the monument without a distracting 
background.  Others show the same statue on different bases so 
that potential customers could see various options.

This exhibit will be mounted on the display panels for Open 
House this May.

In the Isaac Smith Room, large group photos of granite workers, 
in settings from the sculptors’ studio to a picnic at Barnes Point, 
which are normally out-of-sight in the vault or in our library, will 
reinforce the idea that many men were involved in every stage 
of producing a finished product.

Next winter we will debut the Joshua Babcock-Benjamin Frank-
lin video.

Partnering with the Westerly Historical Society, we will mount 
an exhibit in the Gallery of the Westerly Public Library for the 
month of March showcasing various aspects of Westerly’s his-
tory.

In the spring of 2019, our Open House program will highlight 
the contributions of Dick Comolli and the panels in the exhibit 
will feature his contributions to the industry.

Be sure not to miss a single event!
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Although the first tour of granite buildings in down-
town Westerly required participants to peer from 
under their open umbrellas, the second tour had better 
weather.  Here, participants are studying the drum 
columns and the two different surface finishes on the 
Town Hall.

The docents elected (l to r) Meg Barclay as secretary, 
Sandi Berman as president and Jan Tunney as treasurer.  
Joining current directors Susan Hayes and Wanda Butler 
are Mary Keniston, John Leach, and Amy Smith.

Girls Scouts from Troop 906, Leader Cindy Nadeau  and  
Assistant Leader Tangerine Moffit learned about needle-
work done by young girls in previous times.

Preserve Rhode Island presented us with its statewide educa-
tional award for our Westerly Granite Initiative.  It recognized 
our “efforts to educate the residents of Westerly, and beyond, 
about the significance of Westerly’s historic granite industry.” 
During the awards ceremony, a summary of those efforts, 
along with photos, were shared with the crowd.  Attending the 
awards ceremony from left to right are Stephen Greene, Betty-
Jo Cugini Greene, Ellen Madison, John Coduri, Brenda Linton, 
John Linton, Jim Karpeichik  and Susan Sullivan Brocato.
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History Mural with BSH Connection

Under the guidance of art teacher John Tedeschi, students Shu 
Hua Lin, Alexis Hayes, Mei Hua Lin, Zachary Menard, and 
Alexandra Hayes, working with others, have completed the His-
toric Portrait of Westerly Mural at the Westerly Middle School. 
The mural spans four centuries of local history.  It includes John 
Babcock and Mary Lawton landing at Mastuxet Cove, Joshua 
Babcock with his friend Benjamin Franklin, and the sculptors’ 
studio at the Smith Granite Company.  All of the artists partici-
pated in the Babcock-Smith House field trip when they were in 
the 5th grade. They began the project as middle school students 
and some have now graduated.  

The War of 1812 Bicentennial Exhibit
Ed Fazio created an exhibit 
to commemorate the War of 
1812.  He reinterpreted items 
from the museums collec-
tion to emphasize links to the 
war.  The banjo clock with a 
reverse painting on glass of 
Oliver Hazard Perry’s victory 
at the Battle of Lake Erie, the 
Battle of Stonington pitcher,  
Dr. Noyes’  saddle bag, and 
the musket were viewed from 
a new perspective.   The ship 

models, made by Fazio. represent the type of ships that would 
have been used during the War of 1812.  The Stonington Histori-
cal Society loaned  a cannon ball from the Battle of Stonington.  

This exhibit was the first since the Isaac Smith room was up-
graded with a wall treatment which now allows for a variety of 
exhibits.  We are the first museum to use this product and we are 
featured on the manufacturer’s website.

New Features on Website

Docent Amy Smith has added:

• A Facebook link at the top of our home page. “Like” us and 
you will be kept informed of museum happenings.

• A search feature also on our home page.  Type in a name or 
place to get links to all the pages on our website that meet 
your search criteria.  

• Past events are now archived, allowing upcoming events to 
be featured at the top of the Events Page.

Candlelight Dinners 

 An elegant Candlelight Dinner for twelve in the museum’s dining 
room is a special experience.  Since 2003, the museum has served 
34 dinners, which have raised about $17,000. In addition, we have 
recruited new members, found grant opportunities, and made lots 
of friends. Call 401-348-8178, if you wish to make arrangements 
for a dinner.

Isaac Smith’s 90th birthday party

Docent Tony Smith describes the models 
made by Fazio; 

HEATING INSTALLATION & REPAIR
Fuel Oil u Diesel u Kerosene u Gasoline u LP Gas

110 Oak Street • Westerly, RI 02891

GINGER'S
OIL COMPANY, INC.
GINGER'S
OIL COMPANY, INC.

24 HOUR SERVICE
(401) 596-4221
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From missing monuments, to Frederick Douglass, to a mun-
dane slide viewer, our networking is far-reaching.

When Tom Foley was a little boy, his father, also named Tom, 
first took him to the Gettysburg Battlefield; and thus began 
what would become an annual father-son trip to Civil War 
sites.   Their shared love for research often took them to less-
visited places such as Culp’s Hill, Gettysburg, which relatively 
few visitors drive by, and even fewer get out of their cars to 
visit.  While taking a tour of the area with a Licensed Battlefield 
Guide, they heard a story about the 149th New York Infantry 
Regiment which made a somewhat unfortunate, from our 
point-of-view, connection with Westerly granite.  But it also 
introduced a mystery.

The story is that the New York 149th veterans were so disap-
pointed with their monument, which had been produced 
by the Smith Granite Company, that they took it down and 
dumped it into a quarry hole, replacing it with a monument 
more to their liking.  

Foley decided to investigate further, in hopes of defending our 
hometown honor.  Linda Chaffee sent him a photo of the order 
book page which  contained a diagram of the monument.  
Indeed, it appeared that the story was at least partially true, 
as that diagram did not match the present monument. Further 
research revealed  that the original monument, as pictured in 
the book  99 Historic Photos of Culp’s Hill, did not match the 
order book diagram either.  

The mystery deepens, as no one is exactly sure what happened 
to the original monument, sold by William Van Amringe, an 
agent for the Smith Granite Company.   Foley is on the hunt to 
discover the twists and turns of this story.  He will present the 
story of the 149th fight at Gettysburg and an update on his 
quest at the Open House in May.

Jerry Hahn, Gettysburg Licensed Battlefield Guide, while giving 
a tour to a couple who had attended our Gettyburg lecture, was 
asked to point out the Westerly granite monuments along the 
tour.  With his interest piqued, he went to the museum website 
which he studied in detail.  He then sent us copious notes with 
additional information on 71 monuments and several photos to 
illustrate our monuments more effectively.
 
A few months later, Jeff Harding, also a Gettysburg Licensed 
Battlefield Guide, called us as  he was researching the monument 
of the 78th and 102nd New York Volunteers.  We sent him the 
image of our order book page and directions on how to interpret 
the information.  His reaction was:  “Amazing document; truly 
remarkable.”

Julie Decker, Ph.D. and Christine Ridarsky have both sought infor-
mation on the Frederick Douglass monument (above), as the City 
of Rochester, New York, plans to celebrate his 200th birthday.  We 
sent a copy of the order book page for the granite pedestal, deliv-
ered in 1898, which supports the bronze statue of Douglass.  The 
sculpture was originally to have been granite, but Mrs. Douglass 
decided that she preferred bronze. The full figure of Douglass was 
sculpted by Stanley Edwards who worked for Smith Granite.    

Through our connections with Charlene Senical at Yale University 
Art Gallery, we inherited a furniture-sized slide viewer and slide 
storage unit which has already received use in doing such things 
as categorizing the Bonner Granite Company slides. Placed strate-
gically between the two vaults, it will serve the Westerly Histori-
cal Society as well.

Our connections with the Westerly Library and Wilcox Park 
remain strong and the two banister-back chairs and table, which 
are on permanent loan to us, have returned from the Gallery 
Exhibit marking the Library’s 125th birthday.

99 Historic Photos of Culp’s Hill,

Helping Out Helps All
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Become a Member

Joe Coduri is methodically going through our library holdings, 
hoping to make the book titles accessible online.

In Progress...

The thirty-minute RIPBS documentary based on the letters 
between Joshua Babcock, the first Postmaster of Westerly, and 
his friend Benjamin Franklin should be ready for 2019 as we 
celebrate Westerly’s 350th birthday.  Producer Betty-Jo Cugini 
Greene  and director of photography and editor Jim Karpeichik   
are working together on this second documentary for the 
Museum.  Ed Fazio and Tony Smith will appear as Babcock and 
Franklin.  The Westerly Educational Endowment Fund and our 
own Board have provided initial funding, but letters will soon 
go out inviting Babcock descendants to add their support for 
this project.

You and Amazon Can Help Us
Amazon Smile is a program by which Amazon donates 0.5% of 
the purchase price of eligible products to the charitable organi-
zation selected by an Amazon customer.

The Orlando R. Smith Trust, dba the Babcock-Smith House Mu-
seum, is a registered beneficiary. The procedure to benefit our 
museum is fairly simple.

1. Go to  www.smile.amazon.com. Create an account by 
entering your email and Amazon password.

2. If you are new to Smile, choose your charity by search-
ing for “Orlando Smith.”

3. Select “Trust U/Will Of Orlando R. Smith.”
4. If you already use Smile and wish to change your char-

ity, there is a “change your charity” option under the 
“Your Account” drop-down tab.

5. Start shopping.
You must shop from smile.amazon.com in order to give the 
Museum credit for your purchases.

The museum lost a good friend 
and valuable resource when 
Richard (Dick) Comolli, the last 
of the local master stonecut-
ters, died at the age of 90.  
Dick  was still active as a gran-
ite carver and provided much 
material for both our book 
and the RIPBS documentary in 
which he appeared.

Dick was so impressed with 
our attempt to document the 
granite industry that he became our best customer and sent 
many books and DVD’s to friends in Italy.

The End of an Era
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Bricks and Murals and the BSH Story
Last fall, volunteer artists from near and far gathered in downtown 
Westerly to paint murals on many of the buildings.  The Walldogs  
is a group of highly talented volunteer artists from all over the 
globe who participate in a yearly event to paint murals in the town 
chosen for that year’s project.  Most of their work, which strives to 
beautify the area as well as teach passersby about the history and 
culture of the area,  has been done in the Midwest; Westerly was 
their first project in the East.

The museum was thrilled that two of those murals reflect parts of 
our story.  The most obvious connection is the mural that honors 
the granite industry. It features a drawing of the New England 
Granite Works from an old post card, a business card of the Smith 
Granite Company, and a photo of the cutting of a 26-ton stone at 
the Joseph Coduri Granite Company for the Andrus Mausoleum in 
Valhalla, NY.  This mural is tucked between two buildings on High 
Street, so you have to really look for it.

Our story continues with the mural of  the steamboats that sailed 
between New London and Block Island via Stonington and Watch 
Hill.  The steamboat pictured is the Sadie, owned and operated by 
Orlando Raymond Smith of the Smith Granite Company, who also 
owned the Martha, the Hildegarde, the Julia and the Surf City.  
These were featured in an exhibit in the Isaac Smith Room in 2015 
with framed prints donated by Carolyn Burkhardt.

Thanks to Bricks and Murals and The Walldogs 
for helping us tell our story.

Ed Fazio sorts out dozens of tools; many of the lettering tools  
have interesting or very tiny points.   Granite carver Angelo 
Panciera, born in 1878 in the Dolomite Region of Northern Italy, 
used these tools in Westerly. The family believes that he worked 
on the Coduri Mausoleum lions  and also on Aldo Panciera’s 
monument in St. Sebastian Cemetery.  Mary Panciera, Angelo’s 
daughter-in-law, donated these fine tools and Carla Panciera, his 
granddaughter, helped supply us with information.  Bill Bliven 
made the original connection following a cemetery tour with us 
and also helped transfer hundreds of pounds of tools. 
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Tidbits:

Would you like to sit in a rocking chair on the porch and smile 
at people?  That’s a simple summer volunteer position.  We are 
also looking for tour guides—training provided—and help with 
updating the inventory of the Museum rooms.  
 
In honor of Dwight Brown’s 90th birthday, we have joined with 
the Historical Society in donating furniture to the Local History 
Department of the Westerly Public Library where Dwight spent 
many years as a volunteer.  Dwight has proved invaluable to 
us as a resource and he never fails to respond to a request for 
help.  

Carol Fazio, our very versatile volunteer, is now regularly up-
dating our facebook page and keeping it lively.  

Mary Kenniston is the new manager of Joshua’s Store.

Jackie Brennan and her husband Bill have faithfully been taking 
our Oriental and braided rugs to be cleaned and mended.

Harry Bjorkland built a low garden wall on the previously bare 
side of the Carriage House facing Granite Street.  After he had 
brought in dirt, his wife Maureen planted daylilies donated by 
Ellen Madison and will fill the rest of the space this spring.

Keith Trembley donated eyeglasses, chisels and other items 
found in the walls of the former Joseph Coduri Granite Com-
pany shed during a renovation. 

David Read painted the north side of the museum house as 
part of our ongoing maintenance program.

Built from Stone is now in its third printing.  The list of granite 
workers has been updated. It is available at Joshua’s Store and 
the Savoy Bookstore, or through the website. 

Carved from Stone, our DVD documentary, is now available for 
only $10.

Love Local History?
Want to be recognized?

No essays, no tests, no long sets of questions.  Just a short sum-
mary of a project or a description of the person’s passion for his-
tory and some contact information is all that is required to apply 
for our brand new History Award.  

Together with the Westerly Historical Society, we will present 
an annual award of up to $500 to a person, or persons, grade 
5 through adulthood, who furthers the mission of researching, 
studying, and/or preserving local history in our community.  
Secondary consideration will be given to someone who demon-
strates a passion for history unrelated to the local community.

The award will be presented at the annual meeting of the West-
erly Historical Society in May.

Application or nomination forms must be submitted by April 1 by 
direct mail to Westerly Historical Society, PO Box 91, Westerly, RI 
02891 or by email to whspresident@gmail.com.  Forms will be 
available from both organizations on their websites.  

On the Road Again

Westerly granite’s only documented monument in Montana is the 
Thompson Collonade produced by Smith Granite Company. 
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Docents enjoyed visiting the Joshua Hempsted House, 
built in 1678, and the Nathaniel Hempsted House, built 
in 1759 for Joshua’s grandson, both in New London, CT.  
They then came back across the Thames River to Mystic, 
and, remaining in the same time period, dined at the 
Captain Daniel Packer Inne, built in 1756. 

Walking Among Broken Shafts, 
Stubbies, and Ledgers

If you recognize these words, along with “tablets, obelisks and 
cradles,” you probably took our evening stroll of River Bend 
Cemetery, looking at various kinds of monuments.  Three 
groups, led by Linda Smith Chaffee, Brenda Linton and Ellen 
Madison, explored a section of the cemetery, with the aim of 
identifying more than twenty types of monuments. 

 This tour grew out of one which we gave for participants in 
the annual RI Historic Preservation Conference who came from 
all over Rhode Island and took our Downtown Tour of Granite 
Buildings.  Watch for tours this summer with a different theme.  
The Cemetery is the place to be and everyone is “dying” to be 
part of this group.

Speaking of Cemeteries
For years, various volunteers such as Marge Duerr and John 
Leach struggled to keep Joshua Babcock’s place of burial acces-
sible.  Bill Brennan then led the Rotarians in this effort. This past 
year, Les Crandall and the Lions tamed the grounds, removed 
trees, and uprighted gravestones so that visitors to the Babcock 
Cemetery might have an enjoyable experience rather than a fight 
with a jungle. 
 
Our Board has committed money to having the cemetery mowed 
and has approached the Town Council regarding funding for re-
pair of the surrounding wall and perhaps the replacement of an 
iron gate.  It seems the perfect time to do this as Joshua’s grand-
father was the first European settler in Westerly and next year 
we celebrate the 350th anniversary of Westerly’s Incorporation.

James Batterson:  
A Man for All Seasons

Founder of Traveler’s Insurance Company; a builder of sky-
scrapers; producer of artistic monuments; a self-educated 
man; a respected Egyptologist; a business owner.  Who fits this 
description?  James Batterson, of course.  

William Hosley, a noted Connecticut historian, presented a 
Sunday afternoon lecture highlighting the accomplishments 
of James Batterson.  His company, the New England Granite 
Works, was headquartered in Hartford and owned quarries 
and a cutting shed in Westerly.  Employing nearly 400 work-
ers, New England Granite Works was famous throughout the 
country.  

Batterson had many connections with the rich and powerful 
people of his day; these contacts brought him contracts for 
impressive monuments and buildings. His company produced 
the Antietam Soldier, the National Monument at Gettysburg 
National Cemetery, the Texas Heroes Monument in Galveston 
Texas, the statue of Alexander Hamilton in Central Park NYC 
and the statue of Thayer at West Point, among others.  He was 
involved with the building of the Library of Congress in Wash-
ington, the Masonic Temple in NYC, the Connecticut State 
Capitol and the Marble House in Newport.  

Historian Hosley visited the archives of the museum and 
pronounced them a treasure trove.  Granite archivist Brenda 
Linton directed Hosley to documentation he sought for several 
monuments of Batterson’s company. His visit was a mutually 
beneficial occasion.
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Little Known Facts about the Babcock Smith House     Sunday, March 25, at 2 pm
with tours and lecture

Ed Fazio and Tony Smith will show photos of seldom-seen features, such as the Roman archway in the basement, and share new 
stories about the history of the museum house. 
 

Buzzi Memorials: Fine Carvings on Public Buildings and Memorials  Sunday, April 8, at 2 pm

John Coduri will explore the contributions of this small Pawcatuck company which specialized in fine carvings on public buildings 
as well as gravestone work.  Founded in 1933 by carver Angelo Buzzi and continued by his son Harold, Buzzi Memorials is now 
owned by Richard Brooks. 

 Westerly, Pawcatuck & the River that Changed the Landscape   Sunday, April 15, at 2 pm

Presented by Rebecca Nolan and sponsored by the Westerly Historical Society

 149th--A Gettysburg Mystery: The Monument to the 149th NY Infantry  Saturday, May 26, at 2 pm

Presented by Tom Foley who will tell the saga that occurred on July 2, 1863 when a lone brigade faced overwhelming odds and 
saved the Union Army at Gettysburg, only to be forgotten by history. Hear the story of their heroic stand and why the Smith Granite 
Company monument to the 149th NY has gone missing. 

As part of the Open House, free tours will be given of the Babcock Smith House.  Program is free to all.

All events held at the Carriage House unless noted otherwise.  Not-yet members $5; members free.  

Upcoming Events


