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History
Lazzari & Barton was a monument business located across from the main entrance to Woodlawn
Cemetery, Bronx, New York (see 1894 photo of works). John B Lazzari and Horace William Barton started
their partnership in 1887. They adverNsed themselves as designers, architects, and builders of
monuments and mausoleums working in granite, marble, and bronze. In addiNon to designing
monuments, they carved some in their shed while others were carved by granite companies to which
they contracted the work. They owned a quarry near the corner of Westerly-Bradford and Pound Roads
in Westerly, starNng in 1890. A 1946 phone directory sNll lists their address as 343 E 233d St, Bronx, NY,
but in 1955 the company was formally dissolved in New York State.

The Real Estate and Builders Guides for the period published public records of rental, construcNon, and
purchase of their Woodlawn works. The growth of the Bronx is mirrored in the changing descripNon of

their locaNon, from East Chester St, to lots at Woodlawn, to the corner of Vireo Ave, to 233d St, to 343 E
233d St. In Sept 1888 they reported plans for a one story shed designed by L. Co`rell, their architect
(see picture 23D and 24th Wards). In December that year, they recorded a 5-year lease for the site for
$600 (see pictures Record and Guide, Lots 369-373). Other alteraNons to buildings are reported unNl in
February 1911, they purchased the site with the 1 story oﬃce and the building for stone work and
procured a mortgage. The business was doing well.

Horace W Barton was listed as president and director following incorporaNon in 1906. Prior to forming
Lazzari & Barton, he had worked at Woodlawn Cemetery, his posiNon described in 1881 as “in charge of
lot sales”2. His brother, Eugene Barton was a stonecu`er at Woodlawn Cemetery and his sister,
Josephine, married James McGiﬃn, who was also a stone cu`er. Aher partnering with Lazzari, Barton
lived in Greenwich CT and commuted by rail to their works at Woodlawn, only blocks from the railroad
staNon. It was reported that Barton “was one of the earliest of Greenwich commuters, and for 25 years
he had been a daily passenger between Greenwich and Woodlawn.”1 Horace W Barton was a founding
trustee of a private day school in Greenwich, Brunswick School, and a member of the Masonic Lodge and
Christ Church (Episcopal). He died on August 25, 1912 at age 63.
John B Lazzari became President and director following Barton’s death unNl his own death on August 24,
1915 at his brother-in-law’s home in Greenwich, CT at age 60. His funeral services were at the family
mausoleum in Woodlawn Cemetery. He had been born in Milan, Italy. Lazzari lived in the Bronx across
the Bronx River from the famous Baumgarten Tapestry Works, which was the ﬁrst tapestry studio in the
United States3. Following his death, the business conNnued with Fannie Allen Barton (widow) and Anna
M Lazzari (widow) listed as among the directors in 1918 indicaNng conNnued family ownership along
with management by others. Lazzari’s brother-in-law, CJ Sperco, is listed as president in 1918.

In addiNon to being listed in business directories for New York City such as Trow’s, Lazzari & Barton are
listed in two specialized directories. In 1907 a Union Goods Directory lists them as one of the granite
ﬁrms employing members of the Granite Cu`ers’ InternaNonal AssociaNon of America (see photos). The
number of workers employed by Lazzari & Barton is unknown. In 1910 the Directoio Hispano-Americano
y Guia de Compradores was created by Julio Acevedo with text in both Spanish and English. It lists
Lazzari & Barton at 233d St for Monumentos (Monuments).

Lazzari & Barton were responsible for over 100 mausoleums and memorials at Woodlawn and other
cemeteries. They published a sales booklet, Ntled “Monuments,
Mausoleums, and Memorials with IllustraNon and SuggesNons” in
1894 (Yale University Library), with subsequent copyrights listed in
1898 and 1902-4. A brief story in Monumental News in 1908 praises
the quality of the book they issued that year; their adverNsements
included oﬀers of illustrated booklets. The 1894 publicaNon lists W.
Liance Co`rell as their architect. Co`rell, a naNve of Westerly RI,
worked for them from 1888 – 1894 or aher. He became the chief of
design for Harrison Granite Co (NY, NY) and was best known for
designing the Pennsylvania Memorial at Ge`ysburg. There are
adverNsements and stories about Lazzari & Barton in trade
publicaNons into the 1920s. Some of these idenNfy the source of the
granite, including granite from Westerly and Barre, VT. H. Allen
Barton, son of Horace W Barton, recalled train trips with his father
around New England to buy granite and marble and sell the ﬁrm’s
products (see picture of HWB and son).
In addiNon to many cemetery mausoleums and memorials, Lazzari & Barton also erected three
monuments and bid on at least one more. In Washington Square Park, New York City, a bronze statue of
Giuseppe Garibaldi stands on a blue Westerly granite base. It was dedicated in 1888 aher being erected
by Lazzari & Barton, working with Giovanni Turini, the sculptor. In 1889, Lazzari & Barton submi`ed an
unsuccessful bid for the compeNNon for the Rensselaer County Soldiers and Sailors Monument. The civil
war monument in Greenwich CT was dedicated on October 22, 1890. WL Co`rell was the architect and
E.F. Pao the sculptor for the granite statue of a ﬂag bearer on a granite base with text on each of the
four sides. It is pictured in the 1894 sales book. Perhaps due to the associaNons of both Lazzari and
Barton with the town, the name of the company is prominently carved into this monument. In Mount
Vernon NY, Lazzari & Barton won the compeNNon to erect a bronze soldier statue on a base constructed
of granite from Barre, VT and other stone as reported in the local newspaper, The Chronical, on Sept 28,
1890. The story contains the contract for the work, which speciﬁes Ames Manufacturing Company of
Chicopee MA as the foundry for the bronze statue (see picture of story from Mount Vernon Chronicle).
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Westerly Quarry
Not much is known about the quarry near the intersecNons of Westerly Bradford and Pound Roads,
which is shown on the 1895 map of Westerly by Everts and Richards3. In their 1894 sales booklet –
Monuments, Mausoleums, and Memorials (MMM) with IllustraNon and SuggesNons – Lazzari & Barton
enthusiasNcally indicate they can provide
“ﬁne grained, light gray or white Westerly and the pink Westerly granite. Westerly granite is
celebrated all over the country as the only stone that ﬁne carving and statuary work can properly
be executed in. An inspecNon of the ﬁnished stone and comparison with other materials, we
think, will convince any one of its superiority for ﬁne work.”
Property records report about 5 acres
were purchased for $1000 in October
1891 from Gorton P. Co`rell and A.
Elizabeth Co`rell, who are shown on
the 1895 map as having property just
to the north of the Lazzari & Barton
quarry. Lazzari & Barton obtained a
mortgage for $700 at 6% interest
from the Co`rells, which was paid oﬀ
and released in June 1892. It seems
likely that their architect, W. Liance
Co`rell, played a role in this
acquisiNon as Gorton P. Co`rell was
his cousin. In addiNon to purchasing
land for quarrying, an agreement was
signed giving Lazzari & Barton the “…
right & privilege of dumping dirt &
refuse stone accumulated by the said
parNes …in the prosecuNon of the
business of quarrying stone … on to
certain swamp land … lying South easterly of said lot…” in return for $1.

The assessed value of the quarry and taxes due on it are reported in the Westerly Tax Book from 1891 –
1956, though likely the quarry had ceased operaNng some years earlier. The land changed ownership
aher the company ceased to exist in 1955 and was recombined with property described in records as the
Russell Co`rell farm.
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Monuments
Monuments idenNﬁed as Westerly Granite
ClemenNne – oval sarcophagus, Woodlawn Cemetery, Westerly Granite, erected for Mr. Wm H Rudkin
(pictured in 1894 MMM book, used in adverNsing specifying Westerly granite, see photo)

Samuel W Andrews, Woodlawn Cemetery, 1899, “ﬁne swamp Westerly granite” (picture from Find A
Grave)

James B Reynolds Mausoleum, Woodlawn Cemetery pink Westerly Granite (see photo and text
descripNon).

