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The Rich and Famous (1880-1900)

Fortunately, the order books for the Smith Granite Company
from 1881-1955 were saved and are presently at the Babcock-
Smith House Museum. They reveal that the clients during these

golden years of the granite industry were a veritable “Who’s Who of
the Victorian Age.” We’ve chosen three to highlight, but many more
will be appearing in this series.

Jay Gould: Financier and Railroad Magnate
Born into poverty on May 27, 1836 in Roxbury, New York, he was
too frail for farming, His early career in land surveying and
commodity speculation got him interested in railroad stocks, which
were the high-growth glamour issues of the day. When he died of
tuberculosis on December 2, 1892, his fortune was estimated at $72
million, all of which he left to his own family.

George H. Babcock:
Inventor and Manufacturer
George H. Babcock, of
Westerly, was a founder of
Babcock and Wilcox
Boilermakers and was
responsible for the water
tube steam boiler. Thomas
Edison once proclaimed it
to be “the best boiler God
has permitted man yet to
make.” As of 1997, nearly
half of the electricity
produced in the United
States was produced from
water tube boilers that are
based on the original
Babcock and Wilcox design.

Joshua Ballinger Lippincott: Publisher
Born in Juliustown, New Jersey, in 1816, Lippincott went to
Philadelphia in 1824 and was employed in Clark’s Book Store. Soon
he became the manager at eighteen and in 1836 bought out the
business, which became the foundation of the publishing house of
J.B. Lippincott & Company. Over the years, J. B. Lippincott acquired
many publishing houses before he died in 1886 in Philadelphia.
Linda Smith Chaffee

The Gould Mausoleum in Woodlawn Cemetery, Bronx,
NY was cut by the Smith Granite Company from blue
Westerly granite in 1883. Designed by famed
monument designer H.Q. French of New York City, the
mausoleum is approximately 27 feet wide by 33 feet
deep by 18 feet tall. There are 30 ionic columns in this
classical vault.

The elaborate Lippincott
mausoleum with fluted ionic
columns is located in Laurel
Hill Cemetery in Philadelphia,
PA. It was cut by the Smith
Granite Company from blue
Westerly granite in 1893.
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This elaborate Babcock sarcophagus was cut by the Smith Granite Company from
blue Westerly granite in 1883. It overlooks the water at River Bend Cemetery.

The Pitching Tool (the Pitcher or
Hand Set) - is used to remove a great
deal of waste material at the initial
stages of carving. The ‘working-edge’
of the Pitching Tool is a broad flat face
that usually is ground to an angle just
slightly-off the perpendicular.

Stone Chips

Broad Street School, the Armory, and the old wall around St. Pius Church
are all made of red granite from the Murray Quarry, which was located in
Pawcatuck. When the present St. Pius Church was built, there was an
opening cut to Cross Street. The margins on the new vertical pieces were
cut by Isaac Smith, Jr.

This pitching tool and other
treasures, belonged to John
Dinwoodie and were donated to
the Babcock-Smith House
Museum by his granddaughter
Betty Jean (Gavitt) Page.
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Nothing can top the quality
of exquisite monuments,
(1880-1900).

Share your stories, photos and artifacts. Be part of the
BSH Granite Research Center.

Please call us at 401-377-8490 or 401-322-0452 or
e-mail us at builtfromstone@gmail.com

UNITED BUILDERS SUPPLY, along with the
Babcock-Smith House Museum and The Westerly
Sun, is proud to be part of this effort in bringing
the heritage of the Westerly Granite industry
back to the people of Westerly.

A treasure from the past, United Builders Supply
is excited to be able to offer
these historic granites to the
marketplace again.

Westerly Granite is again being
used successfully in the region.

All masonry materials were
supplied by United Builders Supply Co., Inc.

This picture shows the use of Westerly Pink in a recent restoration of a
historic wall in Watch Hill. Westerly Pink was integrated with existing
stones on the site to restore the wall to its’ original splendor.

Documented Granite Workers


