
The Strength of an Irish Family

Not every Irish family becomes as famous as the Kennedys, but the
sense of family is just as strong. James Foley, his wife Margaret
(Whelan), three children and his sister Mary Foley immigrated to
Westerly circa 1883 where James supported his family by working in
Smith’s Quarry as a quarryman and later as a stonecutter. Margaret
died in 1891 leaving James with seven young children: Thomas 18,
Delia 13, Laurence 12, Mary 9, James 7, David 5, and Patrick 1. The
two girls devoted their lives to raising the boys and taking care of
their father and, in turn, the boys, as they prospered, took care of
the house and their sisters. 

In 1896 James Foley bought a lot from The Smith Granite Company
and established a small family farm at 158 Granite Street. The boys
joined Pa working at the quarry and everyone worked hard to keep
the family together, showing a solid work ethic, a strong faith, and a
strong sense of patriotism and community.

Thomas served in the Spanish American War and later lost an arm
in a construction accident. He lived in the family home and every
morning he walked to the library to exchange books, a routine which
he continued until he died of a heart attack in Dolan’s store across
from his home.

Delia took care of the boys and also of Pa in his old age. A
temporary move to New York where she worked as an expert
seamstress enabled her to send money home to Mary.

Laurence, a quarry worker, became International President of the

Granite Cutters
International Association
with offices in Quincy, MA.
He was an honest man
admired by his peers and
never forgot what his
sisters did for the family.
He built a rooming house,
lost in the 38 hurricane, on
Atlantic Avenue which
Delia and Mary ran, and
also added two rental
apartments to the family
house.

Mary kept the home fires
burning for any of the
siblings who needed a
place to live. Delia and
Thomas both lived out
their lives there and James,
a good carpenter, moved
into the family house with his own family of six children and helped
Delia and Mary with the house.

In 1906 David went to San Francisco to help rebuild after the great
earthquake. He became a master carpenter and later a NYC

policeman and was promoted to
Detective First Grade. Each year
he returned to Westerly to help
maintain the family home.

Patrick, a plumber, lived on
Summer Street and also helped
maintain the family home.

No Foley was ever turned away
from the house on Granite Street.
Eventually it became a summer
retreat for great granddaughters
Peggy and Elaine and a home for
James’ granddaughter Madeline
who all treasured the sense of
family that the house embodied.

Peggy Kelly, fourth generation descendent 
of James Foley. The Foley family is
representative of many of the Irish
families who came to Westerly to work in
the granite industry.
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The Crandall urn in Wilcox Park was
given to the town by the late Miss
Martha Crandall, daughter of Albert
Crandall. It is a hand-cut, finely-
detailed urn on an octagonal base.
The round polished part was probably
turned on the lathe.
Erected in 1887, it
originally served as a
horse watering trough at
the corner of Grove
Avenue and Granite
Street. It is now used as
a planter. 

In Memoriam Lawrence Foley, International
President Granite Cutters Association of
America

Documented Granite Workers

Coming

Next Week

The Finns

Share your stories, photos and artifacts. Be part of the
BSH Granite Research Center.

Please call us at 401-377-8490 or 401-322-0452 or
e-mail us at builtfromstone@gmail.com
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Creig, David

Crocci, Tony

Crocci, Victor

Croci, J.

Crockett, Eden

Crockett, William

Cronin, Timothy

Crowely, Daniel

Crowley, William

Cruickshank, Stuart

Craig, Alexander G.

Crumb, Edward A,

Crumb, Erskine A.

Culley, William

Cully, W.

Cumminsky, Micheal

Cuningham, John

Curran, Michael

Currie, John

Curtin, Michael

Daiey, Felix

Daley, Timothy

Daley, William M.

Darius, James A.

Datson, Abraham P.

Datson, Henry

Foley home, 158 Granite Street
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James Foley, Immigrant from Ireland

On oxen moving monuments: “There were forty pair of them … You could
see ‘em going down over Quarry Hill with one of them danged big
monuments, half the size of this house here, all cased up and one thing or
another. A pair of bulls on the tongue of the wagon. Wheels, you know,
higher than this ceiling! Great big wheels with tires on ‘em that wide! Pair
of oxen, guidin’ it, steerin’ it. He’d be on the wheel, see, to guide it goin’
down over the hill. and then, how many behind it, holdin’ it. By God, a
string of oxen behind, almost pullin’ the horns right off of them. The yokes
would be right up against their horns, see? And the bull drivers wheelin’ the
Devil out of them, making ‘em pull back, …. If them fellas didn’t hold back,
that danged big monument’d push em’ all right down into the river, I
imagine.
John Keena (b. 1885) in an interview in 1984?

UNITED BUILDERS SUPPLY, along with the
Babcock-Smith House Museum and The Westerly
Sun, is proud to be part of this effort in bringing
the heritage of the Westerly Granite industry
back to the people of Westerly.

United Builders Supply is
excited to be able to offer these
historic granites, a treasure from
the past, to the marketplace
again.

In 1995, local mason Bruce Brawley fashioned this round-topped stone
wall in front of a pink house in Watch Hill. Made from large “tailings”
from stone quarried for statues, each piece was cut in the old-
fashioned method using “feathers and wedges.” Westerly Pink Granite,
like this, is now available at United Builders Supply Co., Inc.


