
Hard Work and a Sauna Afterwards

“Makkiluoma” became “Hill,” but “Myllymaki” stayed “Myllymaki.”
(“Maki” in Finnish means “hill.”) The Johnson, Lepikko, Rindell,
Mattson, Unkurris and Rindell surnames all belonged to families who
came from small towns in Finland to escape either the Russians or
the poor economic situation.  

In oral histories recorded in 1984 and 1985, Carl Myllymaki and
sisters Thelma Hill Gardner and Hannah Hill Robinson share
memories of their fathers who were in the granite industry and of
their family life. The sisters remember some things a little differently,
as we all do, but all three agree that the Finns came together in the
20’s and 30’s on Saturday nights at the Finn Hall, just above the
Potter Hill Mill, where the children slept until it was time to go home
and the adults danced Finnish polkas and the Hambo, and  listened
to Finnish music and Amos Elson playing the accordion and violin.

The Millymakis also were among the Finns gathering on Friday nights
at the sauna which Mr. Hill had built out in back of his farmhouse on
Chase Hill Road (now owned by Stephen Mack). Thelma relates that,
after using the sauna, they would go “back in the woods and get
black birch branches and beat [themselves]. My mother used to bake
a lot of … coffee bread made with curdling cheese.”  In the summer
the Hills would take in Finnish boarders from New York City and “the

boys would sleep out
in the barn because
there was a lot of
hay out there.”
Summer festivals to
celebrate
Midsummer Day, the
longest and therefore
the lightest day in
Finland, were held
for large crowds in
pastures at the
Lepikko’s or the
Hill’s. 

When the Hills first
came to Westerly,
they lived on Tower
Street where they
took in a couple of
Finnish boarders who worked in the
quarries. Mrs. Hill worked as a tailor,
creating the “fancy big sleeves” that were
so popular in the 1890’s for Watch Hill
socialites and also made men’s suits. After
they moved to the farm on Chase Hill
Road, she would sell vegetables in Watch
Hill or barter with Sophie Seidner of
Seidner’s Mayonnaise.

“My father from the stone cutting [at
Redstone Quarry] was covered like a white
snowman in dust and he did die of
silicosis. He used to find the veins in the
rocks so the rest could know where to
drill,” Thelma tells us.

Carl Myllymaki’s father came to Westerly
in 1907 and was called the “Iron Man” because of his great strength
and the size of his hammer. “He could take a railroad tie and bend it.
[As a young man] he looked like Charles Atlas.”  

Some of the Finns may have changed the spelling of their names, but
they did not change their hard work ethic or their need to share good
times.
Ellen Madison from the oral histories of Thelma Hill Gardner, Hannah Hill Robinson and
Carl Myllymaki. 

More of these stories will appear in “Stone Chips” and you can read the histories, which
include stories about the Communist Party camp and about the treatment of scabs
during the strikes, in their entireties at the BSH Museum. The originals are housed in
the Westerly Public Library. 
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Young monument in
Swan Point Cemetery,
Providence, RI captures
the illusion of motion.

The 13th Massachusetts Volunteers monument,
Gettysburg National Military Park, is a dramatic
example of Pollette’s work. He carved it from
Westerly blue granite while working at the Smith
Granite Company. The contract price was $1800.

The home of James Pollette, statue cutter,
was at 31 School Street.

Documented Granite Workers

This famed statue cutter
worked for both the New
England Works and the
Smith Granite Company.  
He carved many
outstanding monuments.
Records of the Smith
Granite Company
document 49 of his
statues in 14 states.
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Stone Chips

“The Finnish Olympic runners Bab Rudvi and Nikoa — they used to … come
up with their chauffeur … they taught me to run because I used to be late to
school.”
Thelma Hill Gardner (b. 1917) interviewed on 1/25/85. (names may be spelled incorrectly.)

Finlander William Luoma, a carpenter for the Smith Granite
Company, is shown in the foreground packaging a granite roller
for shipment to a paper manufacturer. Luoma had only one hand
but did not let a handicap prevent him from working in the
demanding granite industry. Also pictured is Louis Giorno. The 
18 foot-paper roller has a bored inner hole 10 inches in diameter
that was counter sunk 20 inches. Excellent progress in the boring
job was 6 inches/ hour.

Coming

Next Week

The Scots

Share your stories, photos and artifacts. Be part of the
BSH Granite Research Center.

Please call us at 401-377-8490 or 401-322-0452 or
e-mail us at builtfromstone@gmail.com
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Finlander Alex Palm (left), foreman, oversees drilling operation in the North quarry.

Angelo Gradilone operates the drill.

Quarrymen called this operation “drilling a core.” It took long hours of drilling with this air drill
before the 100 ton block of pink stone was cut away from the ledge and then cut into smaller
pieces to be transported to the cutting sheds.
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Immigrant workers provided much
of the work force in the granite
industry. Can anyone identify
these people?’

UNITED BUILDERS SUPPLY, along with the
Babcock-Smith House Museum and The Westerly
Sun, is proud to be part of this effort in bringing
the heritage of the Westerly Granite industry back
to the people of Westerly.

United Builders Supply is excited
to be able to offer these historic
granites, a treasure from the
past, to the marketplace again.

“Westerly Rustic Granite” is another granite quarried locally in Westerly.
This granite features brilliant colors with a “natural” stone look. This
product has many uses including buildings and walls. Cuts of the stone
include “Squared and Rectangles,” “Ashler Strip,” Mosaic” and “Wall”
stone. “Westerly Rustic Granite” is available from United Builders
Supply as full bed veneer and “Thin Stone.”


