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Local mason contractor Phil Murano used
Westerly Blue Granite to form arches and
window lintels at this house in
Westerly.  Each piece was hand
“dressed” in order to insure a
perfect fit. Arches require three
finished “faces” for each stone
and requires a lot of experience
and talent to properly form the stones.

United Builders Supply, along with the Babcock-Smith House Museum
and The Westerly Sun, is proud to be part of this effort in bringing the
heritage of the Westerly Granite industry back to the people of Westerly.

United Builders Supply Co., Inc. is excited to be able to offer these
historic granites, a treasure from the past, to the marketplace again.

Mausolea: The Top of the Line

An order for a mausoleum meant thousands of dollars even in the
1890’s and months of work for many men. The most complex and
most expensive item produced in the granite sheds, it is a free-
standing building built to hold one or more deceased persons. There
is usually a door for additional interments or for visitor access.

There are two common designs for mausolea: classical and gothic.
Westerly granite gave a dignity to the columns and architectural
details reminiscent of ancient Greece. Some mausolea had only two
columns flanking the door; others had columns on all sides of the

building.  The degree of
detail also varied. 

Gothic architecture was
popular during the
Victorian years.  The steep-
pitched roofline had lots of
adornment.  Pointed
arches and towers
frequently continued the
ornate theme.

Mausolea could be
embellished with statues,
crosses or other designs to
emphasize the uniqueness.
Sometimes a mausoleum
contained burial vaults that
were below ground. 
Linda Smith Chaffee

Chisholm mausoleum, a tumulus, in Lakeview Cemetery, Cleveland, OH was made by the Smith Granite
Company from Westerly blue granite in 1881.  
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Stone Chips

The Turner-Hooker Mausoleum in Harford, CT was
produced by the Smith Granite Company from blue
Westerly granite in 1899 for $13,000. Fourteen ionic
columns surround the Mausoleum; note the position
of the scroll of the corner ionic column.

The Hoxie Middleton Mausoleum in River Bend Cemetery is an example of a classical
mausoleum with its fluted Ionic columns on either side of the bronze door.  

Designed by Orlando R. Smith, Jr., it was built by the Smith Granite Company in 1926 from blue
Westerly granite for $26,500.  It features both rock-faced and hammered surfaces.  To enhance
the appearance of height, the columns are tapered with a smaller diameter at the top than at the
bottom.  Consequently the flutes are not parallel but rather closer together at the top.   
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Austell Mausoleum in Oakland Cemetery in Atlanta is an example of gothic design. 
It was cut by the Smith Granite Company in 1883 and carved by Mortimer McAvoy .

Mausoleum: A building constructed as a monument enclosing the interment space or burial chamber
of a deceased person. Its plural form is “mausolea,” although in America we commonly use
“mausoleums” for the plural. The word derives from King Mausollos, ruler of the ancient kingdom of
Caria. His tomb - Mausoleum - was such an architectural marvel that it was considered to be the
greatest aesthetic triumph of its time and it is one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World.

Tumulus: A mausoleum built into a hill.
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Documented Granite Workers

Coming

Next Week

The Joseph Newall Company

Share your stories, photos and artifacts. Earlier volumes of
“Built From Stone” are now on the museum’s website;
www.babcocksmithhouse.org.

Please call us at 401-377-8490 or 401-322-0452 or e-mail us
at builtfromstone@gmail.com.

On various business philosophies: All the granite that they [Smith Granite
Company] quarried, they cut. They didn’t give you any granite. If you wanted any
stone from the Smith Granite Company, you came to the Smith Granite Company
and had it done. They had a fine product. Most everybody [else]... the Bradford
Quarry, the Crumb Quarry, the Newall Quarry, the Klondike and all of these which
were the Sullivan Quarries... quarried stone for anybody. They didn’t cut stone.
They just quarried it and sold you the rough stock. So a great deal of the Westerly
granite from Bradford went to other granite centers. They say there was more
Westerly granite cut in Quincy [MA] than there was in Westerly.
Isaac G. Smith, Jr. (b.1922) in an interview in 1983


