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M & G Masonry Contractors of Andover, Ct.
recently rebuilt the chimneys and fireplaces on a
home in Westerly. Martin
Geoghegan of M & G used UBS
Westerly Pink granite obtained
from United Builders Supply on
this project. The unique nature
of Westerly Pink makes in
extremely hard 
to match.
Restoration
projects are now
possible using 
the same Westerly
Pink and Blue
Granites from
UBS that were
used on several
commercial
buildings, homes
and walls both in
Westerly and
around the
country.

United Builders Supply, along with the Babcock-Smith House Museum
and The Westerly Sun, is proud to be part of this effort in bringing the
heritage of the Westerly Granite industry back to the people of Westerly.

United Builders Supply is excited to be able to offer these historic
granites, a treasure from the past, to the marketplace again.

The Bedrock of Future Companies:

Joseph Newall & Co. 

Newall? New All? Newhall? Alternate spellings abound for this
nearly-forgotten company which owned both a quarry and a
manufacturing company which later would transition to more
familiar names. Most sources agree that the
Joseph New All & Co., Westerly RI, established
in 1885, was a branch of the D.H. & J. Newall,
in Dalbeattie, Scotland established by David,
Homer and Joseph Newall in 1820. For many
years, they had exported to the United States,
but opened a quarry in 1883 in Niantic, now
Bradford, and started the manufacturing business run by David
McG. Newall. This quarry produced blue-white Westerly granite,
ideal for monument work.

Because of the Scottish connections, Newall employed many of the
Scots in the area. For example, John Dinwoodie (1859) was born in
Dalbeattie Scotland and came to Bradford in 1889 to work at Newall
Quarry as a stonecutter and later became “boss quarry man” or
superintendent. His son, John Dinwoodie, Jr. (1886) began as “water-
boy” at Newall Quarry at age 10 and at age 14 became “tool-boy.”  

On June 26, 1901 the Newalls purchased property just off Oak Street
along the main railroad line and moved their cutting shed to
Westerly. According to sources at the time, they had “improved
machinery and appliances necessary for carrying on their business.”

They produced mausolea in Philadelphia for Peter A. B. Widener,
William L. Elkins, Robert D. Carson and James P. McNicol; they cut
monuments for Senator Thomas C. Piatt of New York and John
Sherman of Ohio. Their work also included the Cornelius Harrigan
monument which at that time was the largest cut from Westerly

granite. The lower base is 15'6" by 10'6" and the die of
the monument was cored out to receive two caskets.

On June 16, 1916, Joseph Coduri purchased the sheds,
marked “Joseph Newall & Co.,” on Oak Street for
$15,000 from Mary Agnes Newall and David McG.
Newall; the company became the Joseph Coduri Granite
Company.

The Taunton Gazette of June 28, 1919 reported that
the Crumb Quarry Company, Frank A Sullivan
president, had purchased the quarry property of Joseph
Newall & Co., including machinery and equipment.
Later the Klondike Quarry (Gourlay family) became a
part of the operation. These three Bradford quarries
became the Sullivan Granite Company. 

Newall’s role seems to have been one of building the
granite industry and providing a rock-solid (pun
intended) foundation for later giants.
Ellen L. Madison

The Bethesda Fountain, central feature on the lower level
of Bethesda Terrace, was designed by Emma Stebbins. 

It features an eight-foot bronze angel; beneath her are
four four-foot cherubs representing Temperance, Purity,

Health, and Peace. Water from the fountain cascades into
the upper basin and then into the surrounding pool.
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Stone Chips

On his father’s death in a quarry: “He was down there one day, poor fella. I don’t
know how it ever happened, anyway, but there was a few new men down the hole.
Nobody ever knew who hooked up that big rock they were taking out of the hole,
the great big one … And they put a chain on it to hoist it out of the hole where
there was a flaw in the chain, or it wasn’t balanced right, it got out of the sling,
anyway, where it was hooked up. And it came right down and Dad and the rest of
the men … course they all was vacated; they never stayed underneath the stone
when they were hoisting them out. They’re all scattered all over the place. Well,
Dad didn’t get far enough away, see? And a big chip came along after it struck the
bottom, broke it up in a hundred different pieces and, God, he was hit. He was all
cut up. I can remember him there, his face all plastered up with this plastic stuff,
coverin’ up the cuts and bruises. You couldn’t recognize him. He never knew what
hit him. Killed him immediately. Nobody, you know, nobody knew who hooked up
that stone. And nobody was supposed to. That was the orders by, you know, the
big boss, Orlando Smith. He wouldn’t let anybody say a word. Now who killed
Andrew Keena? Everybody was mum. Nobody knows today who done it.”
John Keena (b. 1885) in an interview in 1984

This picture of the
Joseph Newall & Co.

shed shows more than
twenty-five workers.

Windows provided
adequate light for the

cutting operation.

New York Evening Post October 10, 1872:

The Great Fountain in Central Park: the basin
was contracted for by Mr. J. G. Batterson, of
Hartford, Conn. The single solid stone from his
quarry in Westerly, R.I. weighed in the rough
sixty tons, and in the basin, as now set,
weighs twenty-eight tons. In the past eight
years Mr. Batterson has made three attempts
to get out this stone-the first two proving
scant in dimensions and otherwise defective;
and in hauling the third out of the quarry,
chains with wrought links of two-inch iron
snapped like twine. These were some of the
risks in getting this basin to Central Park,
where, within a few days, it has been safely
placed in position.
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Documented Granite Workers

Coming

Next Week

A Visit to Egypt: The Story
of a Sarcophagus

Share your stories, photos and artifacts. Earlier volumes of
“Built From Stone” are now on the museum’s website;
www.babcocksmithhouse.org.

Please call us at 401-377-8490 or 401-322-0452 or e-mail us
at builtfromstone@gmail.com.
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The Joseph Newall & Co.  on 40 Oak Street before it was purchased by the Joseph Coduri Granite Company in 1916.


