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Maintaining Our Treasures

“Perpetual Care.”  We hear that phrase, but often
do not understand what it means. When one
buys a cemetery plot at River Bend Cemetery,
60% of the cost is for the land and 40% goes to
perpetual care which includes mowing, tree and
grounds maintenance, and the repair,
straightening and maintenance of stones as time
permits.

Superintendent John Kenenski of River Bend
Cemetery and his crew try very hard to maintain
a natural landscape which is pleasing to surviving
family members, walkers, and fishermen who
take advantage of the state public access to the
river. Thousands of dollars are spent trying to
save trees or take them down in the 54-acre plot.
Because a strong wind may mean that a falling
branch might damage a stone, a fine line
between aesthetics and safety must be
maintained. A mower would walk 75 miles to
complete one mowing, but today he rides. New
developments, such as the Cremation Garden with its proposed
granite columbarium with 96 niches and a twelve foot high granite
sailboat with stainless steel sails are also included. 

It is our family markers, however, which concern us the most in any
cemetery and these are mostly our responsibility. Certain stones
seem to be covered with unsightly organic material. It does not
make any difference whether the stone is close to the water, in the
shade, or big or small. All are susceptible to this unsightly organic
growth, but marble, especially those stones from the 1850’s, seems
to fare the worst. Others may be stained and require a different
approach from those with lichen and mold.

There are several choices
when it comes to
cleaning granite
monuments which are
not stained or damaged,
but have just dust, grime,
and organic material on
them. If you want to do
it yourself, Kenenski
recommends that you
come equipped with
bleach and a brush with
hard bristles. Several
reputable internet sites

recommend a soft-bristled brush with nylon or natural bristles, a
toothbrush, lots of water, and a non-ionic detergent such as photo-
flo, a Kodak product. Do not use regular household cleaners and do
not do anything that you cannot undo. Start from the bottom and go
up to avoid streak staining. Remember that marble requires a
different approach. 

If doing it yourself seems a bit daunting, you can hire someone like
Richard Comolli, Roger Shawn, or someone from the cemetery itself.
Most likely they will use a power washer on a granite stone and a
product which eats the organic material. A cloudy day between April
and November is the optimum time since the material a professional

uses has to stay moist
for 15 to 20 minutes.
Cleaning a small
marker costs about
$30. An average
headstone will be about
$150 and a
complicated monument
such as an angel may
cost between $600 and
$700. You can expect
this cleaning to last
about ten years. 
Ellen L. Madison

Stone Chips

More danger: “Then you had beds here, then you get them poor guys with the
sledgehammer and wedges and raise it up. [Then steel balls about four inches
would be wedged in.] Well, when we got the ball under there, then we’d get
five or six men … oh, we had a heck of a big crew. We’d get a place made in
there and the whole bunch of us used to go ‘bump, bump’ and hit it and you’d
see the stone move. This particular day, oh, God, I felt sorry for that man, Bill
Collins his name was, as we were doing that, the stone went ahead and he fell
in between the stone and geez … oh, he didn’t get killed, but brother, I felt he
was a dead man. You see the spring of the bar threw him right in.”
Patsy Capizzano (b.1911) in an interview in 1983

Unanticipated Discovery

I recently accidentally discovered a Masonic Resolution behind a framed photo of my grandfather,
who purchased the former Joseph Newall & Company in 1916 and established the Joseph Coduri
Granite Company. The cardboard on the back of the photo frame had been damaged by moisture.
I had decided to take the picture apart, have a copy made of the photograph and reassemble the
picture with new backing. What a shock to find the resolution right behind my grandfather’s photo. 

On August 14, 1894, the Franklin Lodge No. 20 A.F. & A.M. adopted a resolution expressing hearty
thanks to The Smith Granite Co., New England Granite Works, Joseph Newall & Co., A.G. Crumbs
& Sons, Charles P. Chapman and Nathan Dixon for the three beautiful granite pedestals presented
by them to the Westerly Masonic Lodge. Each granite enterprise received an 18” x 24” framed
copy of the adopted resolution and this is the only one known to survive.

John B. Coduri

Documented Granite Workers

Coming

Next Week

Angelo Buzzi: Carver

Share your stories, photos and artifacts. Earlier volumes of
“Built From Stone” are now on the museum’s website;
www.babcocksmithhouse.org.

Please call us at 401-377-8490 or 401-322-0452 or e-mail us
at builtfromstone@gmail.com.
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One of the two lions guarding the 70-year-old Coduri mausoleum in River Bend Cemetery. The mausoleum was professionally
cleaned three years ago and looks brand new.
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This monument is so covered by organic growth that the
names are no longer visible.

Sarah A. Madison cleaning her parents’ monument in the
River Bend Cemetery.  She used only water, a scrub brush
and “elbow grease.”

The three pedestals
(left to right Doric,
Ionic, and Corinthian)
are in the Masonic Hall
on Elm Street in
Westerly.


