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Museum Wins National Award

Only one historical organization is recognized each year by the American 
Association of State and Local History to receive the prestigious Albert B. 
Corey Award, which recognizes primarily volunteer  historical organiza-
tions that best display the qualities of vigor, scholarship, and imagination 
in their work.  It is believed that this is first time it has been awarded to a 
Rhode Island group.

Built From Stone: The Westerly Granite Story was the focal point.  The 
project also included the year-long newspaper series, speaking programs 
both at the museum and in the community, a curriculum guide for local 
schools, an expanded website, the loan of the Westerly Granite Collection 
from the Westerly Public Library, additional donations of granite memora-
bilia, and better storage for the granite artifacts. We are confident that the 
breadth of the project and the depth of its content were factors in winning 
the award.  

More than 100 individuals and thirteen organizations provided a broad 
base of support.  All were named and their contributions identified in the 
application. The Babcock-Smith House Museum thanks all who contributed 
to making this award a reality.

The Town Hall had just been power-washed in preparation for its 100th birthday celebra-
tion and was looking splendid.   Award-winning videographer Jim Karpeichik,whose work 
has appeared on NBC, PBS, the History Channel, ESPN, TNT, and C-SPAN, gathered the 
granite team together to shoot footage for a DVD of a walking tour of downtown Westerly.  
With Betty-Jo Cugini Greene as producer, he and the team spent a full day describing and 
filming granite monuments, buildings, and even curbs.  He went beyond downtown to 
tape the Watch Hill Lighthouse and the St. Pius X Church, before paying a visit to Richard 
Comolli who was carving in his shed.

From this shoot, he will create a short video to be used as part of the granite cur-
riculum in our local schools. A grant of $2,200 from the Westerly Educational En-
dowment Fund included the cost of producing the DVD and the curriculum guide.

One little snag occurred just as Linda Smith Chaffee was about to describe the 
Town Hall. Out came the ladders and men began working on the front steps.  
Another man started yanking the summer flowers out of the planters.  Our perfect 
shoot was gone. We now all appreciate the hardships involved in making a docu-
mentary.

Linda Chaffee and Ellen Madison traveled to Salt Lake City 
to accept the award

Jim Karpeichik and Susan Sullivan Brocato

Project Attracts Awarding-Winning Videographer
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Members Benefit from Varied Program Offerings
After two years of granite-related activity, the museum has turned to broadening its programming to include a heavy em-
phasis on the 150th anniversary of the Civil War. Museum programs are all open to the public and are free to members.

Frank Williams will return in January 2013 to share his knowledge of The Emancipation Proclamation at 150.  Uncle 
Tom’s Cabin, a compelling force in rallying the North to participate in The Civil War, will be the topic for Ellen Madison. 
Verne Johnson and Linda Chaffee will present the history and the monuments respectively of Gettysburg. Chickamauga 
will follow.  

www.babcocksmithhouse.org

Frank Williams, nationally-recognized 
Lincoln scholar and former Chief 
Justice of the Rhode Island Supreme 
Court, kicked off our Civil War Ses-
quicentennial programming with an 
informative talk about Lincoln.

James Tertius DeKay, 
noted local author of 
The Battle of Stonington 
and other history books, 
presented a program on 
Stonington’s role in the 
Battle of 1812. 

George Champlin IV fascinated the audi-
ence with his history of American money.  He 
brought with him many examples of early 
money, much of which had been produced by 
local banks.  His father, George Champlin III, 
chimed in with additional information, proving 
what a “wealth” of knowledge this family has.

The following week, Linda Smith Chaffee 
gave us a look at the monuments of Westerly 
granite which grace Antietam.  Her photo-
graphs, maps, and historic information about 
the construction of the monuments were 
impressive.  She was able, for example, to 
show us monuments which illustrated four of 
the ten-stages of a soldier’s loading his rifle 
and three military drill positions.  These back-
to-back programs will be repeated in June for 
the 150th anniversary of Gettysburg.

Eric Fiske, of Watch Hill Farms, lives on the site of the 
original white settlers of Westerly, John Babcock and his 
wife Mary Lawton.  In researching this site, Eric discovered 
that the will of James Babcock, John’s son and Joshua’s 
father, makes reference to bees.  A beekeeper himself, Eric 
divided his presentation into two parts:  the introduction to 
and history of honeybees in this country and facts about 
beekeeping. Throughout the program, honeybees worked 
away in a demonstration hive and, afterwards, the audience 
sampled honey.

Harvey Perry, always a local favorite, 
presented a program on his ancestor 
Charles Perry (1809-1890).  “Banker, 
farmer, Quaker, abolitionist, pacifist, 
family folklore, tangential topics and 
documented details of private conver-
sations with President Lincoln during 
the Civil War” is how Harvey Perry II 
describes his talk about his ancestor, 
Charles Perry. 

Cpl. Verne E. Johnson 
of Battery C, First Rhode 
Island Light Artillery, in 
uniform and role-playing, 
“recalled” the history of “The 
Bloodiest Day,” the Battle of 
Antietam,from the vantage 
point of twenty years.  
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A Celebration of Trees
A tree made completely of books.  Another decorated with real 
birds’ nests and grapevine chains. Another wrapped in gold and 
bronze tulle and decorated with yellow and white twinkling lights 
to resemble a beehive.  Another with hand-painted pictures of 
Santa painted on tiny pieces of slate with no two alike. Another 
collection of ornaments from the White House Historical Associa-
tion.  Mermaids.  Poodles.   We don’t want to give away all our 
secrets, so we are listing just a few tantalizing themes. We invited 
local friends of the museum, non-profits, and businesses to share 
their creativity with us and their response has been amazing. 

For eight days in December, the rooms of our historic mansion 
will be transformed into showcases for trees, each decorated with 
a different theme.  As if that is not enough, on designated days,  
costumed greeters will be present; parents may take pictures 
of their children with Santa; last year’s fifth graders can bring 
their families to see the ornaments they made while visiting the 
Museum last spring; and children may listen to holiday stories.  
Deborah O’Connor, a silhouette artist, will be at the museum 
twice, cutting silhouettes of children or adults. These silhouettes 
will make a great Christmas present for anyone and be treasured 
for years.  

There will be a charge for non-members, but members may come 
as many times as they wish for FREE!!!  Although the celebration 
event itself will make a great Christmas present, Joshua’s Store 
will be open to provide an extra shopping opportunity.

Museum Happenings
• Membership for 2012 has broken all records, both for the 

number of members and the total amount of money raised.

• If you know someone who would like a presentation on the 
granite industry, we can supply a PowerPoint and speakers.  

• Patricia Perry, the speaker at the first doll tea, provided a 
delightful program on Victorian etiquette.  At the second 
Doll Tea,  Ellen Madison conducted an interactive program 
on Fifteen Fascinating Food Facts, which had four-year-
olds and eighty-year-olds combining their knowledge.

• Photographers around the country are taking pictures of 
monuments of Westerly granite for our archives and our 
website.  John and Brenda Linton send a sketch from the 
order page and the relative information to direct the search 
of these photographic detectives.

• UCONN professor Wayne Franklin’s glowing review of 
Built from Stone was featured in the journal of the Associa-
tion for Gravestone Studies. 

• “Eat More Veggies,” the cookbook featuring the recipes 
used for this fall’s Veggie Luncheon, will be on sale at 
Joshua’s Store for $5.00.  A wonderful Christmas present!

• The museum deeply appreciates being designated as a 
recipient for memorial donations in Roberta Burkhardt’s 
memory.

Printing Plus  Ad Black and White



Expanded Hours for the 2013 Season
July and August: Wednesday-Saturday, 2-5 pm
June, September and October: Saturday, 2-5 pm

In Memoriam

Roberta Burkhardt, Docent
Richard Webb, Trustee
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A Volunteer’s Story
Teri Babcock, wife of Richard Babcock, a descendent of one 
of Joshua’s brothers, saw our newsletter request for someone 
to transcribe Joshua’s will and responded from Estes Park, 
Colorado. Her completed transcription is now on our website. 
Here are some excerpts from her description of the experience.  

“I had been a legal secretary for a probate attorney and felt 
that might be helpful in being able to know some terms.  I 
probably spent 60-70 hours on it.  I would work on it, walk 
away, and find myself drawn back to work on it some more.  
It was my first attempt at transcribing such an old document, 
one that was handwritten with many letters being writ-
ten totally different from the way they are formed now.  I 
visited websites that might have correct spellings of names 
and towns and, in doing that, learned more about Joshua 
Babcock.  . . . I also spent hours at our public library with 
an enormous set of Oxford English Dictionary volumes that 
helped confirm that some of the words were actual items and 
a correct part of the will.   It was a challenging, yet fascinat-
ing, experience and one that I enjoyed being a part of. 

I learned some interesting things as I transcribed the will.  
Joshua and his wife Anna had a contract prior to their mar-
riage so premarital agreements existed even then.  Joshua 
was very successful and yet the inventory of all of his be-
longings was fairly simple, a contrast to our materialistic so-
ciety.  An interesting story at the end of the papers involved 
a woman with no means of support and insight into how 
that was handled.   A phrase was used regarding a miserable 
object: a Negro man.  That phrase wasn’t written by Joshua 
Babcock but indicates the attitude of the times.  . . . Though 
we had visited the Babcock-Smith House in Rhode Island 
several years ago, it wasn’t until I did research on Joshua 
Babcock that I really realized what an accomplished man he 
was.  . . . He had many, many accomplishments that made 
me proud to be associated with the Babcock family.”

New Trustees
Timothy J. Babcock, Maureen J. Bjorkland, and Susan Sullivan 
Brocato have joined the Board of Trustees, replacing Jacquelyn 
Brennan, Isaac Smith, Jr., and Richard Webb. 

Tim Babcock, a lifelong resident of Westerly, has been with the 
Ocean Community YMCA for seventeen years and currently 
serves as its Vice President. He earned both a BS in physical 
education and an MEd in Sports Management from Springfield 
College and continues our link with the Babcocks.  He is serv-
ing on the Carriage House Addition Committee.

Maureen Bjorkland is a Vice President in the Financial Admin-
istration Department of the Washington Trust Company and 
is serving as our treasurer.   She holds an MBA in Accounting 
from the University of New Haven and is a CMA (Certified 
Management Accountant). She is also bringing her gardening 
experience to spruce up the Victorian garden.

Susan Sullivan Brocato joins us as secretary and as coordinator 
with Betty-Jo Cugini Greene and local teachers in producing a 
granite component for the local curriculum. She worked for the 
Westerly Public Schools for twenty years. She strengthens our 
granite connection as she is the fourth generation of the Sullivan 
family, owners of the Sullivan Granite Company in Bradford.

Jessie Bewlay Cream-colored, lace wedding dress
Gail Bonner Monument Ledgers of Robert J. Bonner—2 volumes; slides from the Bonner Monument Company
Dwight Brown Granite research notes; painting of the BSH Carriage House; photograph albums of Bradford granite industry
Linda Chaffee Book, Out of Fire and Valor, The War Memorials of New York City
Mary Chutjian Crib of Joshua Levering circa 1846
Joseph Coduri Local history books and pamphlets; postcards of the Westerly granite industry
John Coduri Framed and labeled picture of Memorial Crafts Institute (1922); books and pamphlets of Westerly history
Richard Comolli Large photograph of Crumb granite workers in Bradford
Winifred Hamilton Dolls and doll clothes; antique linens
Charles and Jane Holdridge Man’s garter
Ellen Madison Books on colonial lighting, Rhode Island history, genealogy and the Evergreen Cemetery in Brooklyn
Lido Mochetti Research packets on historical costumes and furnishings
Frances Steverman Large photographic portraits of statue cutter John DeRocchi and his wife
The Westerly Sun Publications of local historical interest

Recent Gifts to the Museum
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History Mural with BSH Connection

Under the guidance of art teacher John Tedeschi, students Shu 
Hua Lin, Alexis Hayes, Mei Hua Lin, Zachary Menard, and 
Alexandra Hayes, working with others, have completed the His-
toric Portrait of Westerly Mural at the Westerly Middle School. 
The mural spans four centuries of local history.  It includes John 
Babcock and Mary Lawton landing at Mastuxet Cove, Joshua 
Babcock with his friend Benjamin Franklin, and the sculptors’ 
studio at the Smith Granite Company.  All of the artists partici-
pated in the Babcock-Smith House field trip when they were in 
the 5th grade. They began the project as middle school students 
and some have now graduated.  

The War of 1812 Bicentennial Exhibit
Ed Fazio created an exhibit 
to commemorate the War of 
1812.  He reinterpreted items 
from the museums collec-
tion to emphasize links to the 
war.  The banjo clock with a 
reverse painting on glass of 
Oliver Hazard Perry’s victory 
at the Battle of Lake Erie, the 
Battle of Stonington pitcher,  
Dr. Noyes’  saddle bag, and 
the musket were viewed from 
a new perspective.   The ship 

models, made by Fazio. represent the type of ships that would 
have been used during the War of 1812.  The Stonington Histori-
cal Society loaned  a cannon ball from the Battle of Stonington.  

This exhibit was the first since the Isaac Smith room was up-
graded with a wall treatment which now allows for a variety of 
exhibits.  We are the first museum to use this product and we are 
featured on the manufacturer’s website.

New Features on Website

Docent Amy Smith has added:

• A Facebook link at the top of our home page. “Like” us and 
you will be kept informed of museum happenings.

• A search feature also on our home page.  Type in a name or 
place to get links to all the pages on our website that meet 
your search criteria.  

• Past events are now archived, allowing upcoming events to 
be featured at the top of the Events Page.

Candlelight Dinners 

 An elegant Candlelight Dinner for twelve in the museum’s dining 
room is a special experience.  Since 2003, the museum has served 
34 dinners, which have raised about $17,000. In addition, we have 
recruited new members, found grant opportunities, and made lots 
of friends. Call 401-348-8178, if you wish to make arrangements 
for a dinner.

Isaac Smith’s 90th birthday party

Docent Tony Smith describes the models 
made by Fazio; 

Gingers Color Ad
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Christmas Bazaar 
Saturday, December 1, 2012

9AM —2PM

Tour Westerly’s 1734 mansion-museum to see 
a special collection of trees creatively decorated 
by friends of the museum, businesses, and non-
profits. Trees include: 

• Beehive
• White House Collection
• Birds’ nests and grapevines
• Mermaids
• A book tree 
• Poodles
• Ornaments made by Westerly’s 5th graders
• And many more trees!

Members: FREE; Non-members: $10.00
Ages 5-12: $3.00; Under 5 years: free

* Note: We cannot accept credit/debit cards for 
admission, but credit/debit cards can be used to 
purchase the silhouettes.

A Celebration of Trees
December 8-15, 2012
Saturday, December 8: 1:00-5:00 pm
Museum Docent Tony Smith in Victorian 
costume will greet visitors from 2 to 4 pm.

Sunday, December 9: 1:00-5:00 pm
Special Guest: Santa! (Bring your own camera 
for pictures from 2:00-4:00 pm.)

Monday, December 10: 5:00-8:00 pm
Tuesday, December 11: 5:00-8:00 pm
Special Guest: Deborah O’Connor, local 
artist who cuts heirloom-quality silhouettes of 
children and adults while you wait.*

Wednesday, December 12: 5:00-8:00 pm
Thursday, December 13: 5:00-8:00 pm
Special Guest: Deborah O’Connor, local 
artist who cuts heirloom-quality silhouettes of 
children and adults while you wait.*

Friday, December 14: 5:00-8:00 pm
Saturday, December 15: 1:00-5:00 pm
Museum Docent Amy Smith will read holiday 
stories for children from 2:00-4:00 pm.

The Emancipation 
Proclamation at 150
Sunday, January 6, 2013, 2pm 
At the Carriage House

Former Chief Justice of the Rhode Island 
Supreme Court Frank Williams will 
trace the legal status of the black from 
the time before the Emancipation Proc-
lamation to the present. Non-members 
$2.00; members free

Uncle Tom’s Cabin:  
A Call to Action
Sunday, March 10, 2013, 2 pm 
At the Carriage House

Although it is not true, many people 
believe that when Lincoln met Harriet 
Beecher Stowe, he said, “So this is the 
little lady that started this great war.”  It 
is true, however, that this novel helped 
lay the ground work for  the Civil War. 
Presented by Ellen Madison whose 
doctoral dissertation was on Uncle Tom’s 
Cabin. Non-members $2.00; members 
free


