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Nearly $254,000 of the $300,000 goal for the addition to the Carriage House has been 
pledged. The Board of Trustees alone pledged $45,000 to open the campaign.  Docents 
added another $25,000, making the “family’s” support nearly 23 percent of the final goal.

  Major corporations and foundations such as the Washington Trust, the Westerly Histori-
cal Society, the Forrest and Frances Lattner Foundation, Maxson Automatic Machine 
Company, and The Westerly Community Credit Union have been supportive.  As of 
press time, we are awaiting results of several grant requests from major foundations.

Pending successful completion of the campaign, ground-breaking remains on schedule for the spring of 2014.  We hope 
to add the second bathroom and relocate the electricity before that.

If you wish to help us close this gap, see any board member or use the pledge form on page 4.  You may also view the 
plans at the Carriage House by making an appointment. Be a part of this exciting undertaking.

Building Campaign Closes in on Goal

Textiles Become a Focus
Wanda Butler and Jackie Brennan have assumed leadership of overseeing the textile collection.   Wanda submitted the 
following report after they attended a University of Rhode Island textile workshop:

The three-day costume and textile workshop held at URI was well worth the money and time.  We re-learned  
conservation techniques and made a great many useful contacts with some local costume conservators and curators.  
The workshop was very well organized and started on time every day with minimal down time.  The exhibits were  
interesting and helpful to those of us responsible for preserving and showing vintage textiles and clothing.

It is NOT an inexpensive venture!  As we already know, the proper conservative procedures and materials are quite 
expensive; but, if the textiles are worth having, they are worth preserving correctly.  As participants in the workshop, 
we have been given written materials that will help us to correctly conserve and preserve the textile collection at the 
museum.

Susan Jerome and Dr. Margaret Ordonez from the Textile  
Department at the University were two of the three presenters, 
and they have offered to look at our collections and help date 
them.  We will also be making a connection with Martha  
Geehan, who is the collection manager at the Stonington  
Historical Society, with the hopes of collaborating on our  
collections.

Much time was spent on proper and correct methods of showing 
costumes and textiles and installing an exhibition.  These are all 
points we need to know to show our collection and yet “do no 
harm.”

In addition to resources for costumes and textiles, the representa-
tive from AASLH provided us with web sites and references for 
that and other organizations.  We have a reference book to add 
to the museum library and many catalogues for future use.

Astrida Schaiffer of the Schaeffer Costume Exhibition and 
Care in North Berwick, ME shares her techniques with 
the participants.
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A Surprise in the Mail

One day in late September the mail brought an exciting 
surprise.  Opening a mailing tube, trustees found three large 
15 x 24 inch black and white photographs developed from 
glass plates along with a letter. One photograph was of the 
Abell monument in Swan Point Cemetery which we recog-
nize as a product of the Smith Granite Company.  Another 
was a quarry picture—believed to be the earliest known 
photograph of the Smith quarry hole #1.  The third was a 
picture of Lyman Gymnasium, now Lyman Hall, at Brown 
University.  Its inclusion with the other two pictures leads us 
to believe that the granite work on the building was done by 
Smith. 

In his letter,  Mr.  Gerald Weinstein offered to sell us 55 glass 
plate negatives from the  1870s-1880s and a complete set of 
high resolution digital images.  The photographs are believed 
to be the work of Francis Hacker in preparation for a major 
catalogue of the Smith Granite Company.  The collection in-
cludes pictures of buildings with granite details, monuments 
in various cemeteries, and the Smith facilities. 

The asking price is steep, and we cannot afford to purchase 

Celebration of Trees
You loved our celebration of trees so much last December 
that we are repeating the celebration with all new trees 
this year.  Among the unusual decorations will be Helen 
Jankowski’s collection of penguins, Angela Wagner’s Ger-
man ornaments, David Panciera’s birds and Amy Smith’s 
grandmother’s collection of bells. Diana Clark’s craft group 
is doing a tree of handmade ornaments and Lucy Davis 
is creating an upside-down tree.  We don’t want to give 
away the rest of the trees, but do come visit us.  We will be 
open various afternoons and evenings from December 8 to 
December 15.  An exhibit of Carol Fazio’s Christmas music 
boxes will be displayed in the Isaac Smith Room. Check 
the schedule at the back of this newsletter. 

Quilts Refolded
Under the direction of docent Wanda Butler and trustee 
Jackie Brennan, six quilters from The Dream Quilters re-
folded our antique quilts so that the creases would not be in 
the same place, thus causing undo wear.  Dan Steiner and 
his wife Michele visited during this activity to see the family 
quilts from the 1920s  which his mother, Sarah Steiner, had 
donated to the museum years ago.

Barbara Barber puts the 
finishing touches on one of 
the trees she created for the 
2012 Celebration of Trees.

Lyman Gymnasium at Brown University outlined in white to 
blank out the sky and a smokestack from an adjacent build-
ing. The sky would have been painted in later.  An early way 
to Photoshop? 

the collection.  We hope we can find someone who will 
underwrite the purchase of this rare find, which opens up 
a new area of research using previously unknown primary 
sources.
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Visitor Accolades

Our hard-working tour guides are appreciated, as seen 
from the following excerpts from unsolicited letters we 
received. 

We all agreed that the variety involved in your site was 
the best feature of our visit. Your friendliness, the clarity of 
your historical information, the PowerPoint presentation 
and just the beauty of your site were all mentioned. From 
our perspective as fellow docents, we would not hesitate to 
recommend a visit to your museum for any of our visitors.

John Brown House Docents

On behalf of my mother and my brother and all of our 
guests—thank you so much for the Babcock-Smith House 
tour and dinner. We all had a wonderful time and you 
played a huge part in what was a resoundingly successful 
event.

A note to Tony Smith

I was so happy to show-off my Westerly heritage site... 
which is altogether full of history and really great stuff... 
and great, great volunteers that make this place so vibrant.

A note to Ed Fazio

We were greeted graciously at the door by Mary Ann  
McCarty who proceeded to inform and delight us, 
throughout the comprehensive tour, with her knowledge 
and enthusiasm for history.  She brought history alive by 
sharing with us the rich history of the house, the numerous 
contents, and family genealogy.  My husband and I were 
pleasantly surprised with the beautiful condition of many 
pieces of furniture, the fine architecture and the sheer 
number of items that have been amassed in the house.

RI PBS Documentary
Rhode Island PBS has agreed to 
air a half-hour program on the 
Westerly Granite story, which 
would then be available for 
national distribution. Meetings 
have begun between trustee 
Betty-Jo Cugini Greene and Jim 
Karpeichik of Ocean State  
Video who would, in  
collaboration with the authors 

of the book, write, produce, shoot, and edit the documenta-
ry.  The video would be based on the book Built From Stone: 
The Westerly Granite Story, and would include excerpts from 
interviews already filmed with Isaac Smith, Jr. and Richard 
Comolli. The approximate production cost would be be-
tween $25,000 and $30,000.  We are currently looking for 
funding so that we can take advantage of this extraordinary 
opportunity to tell our story nationally.

Just wanted to  show that 
I am using the “pocket” I 
bought in your store.  It 
is a genuine and lovely 
addition to my costume 
and I enjoy using it.

Jean Scofield, Schoharie Co-
lonial Heritage Association
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Babcock-Smith House Museum
124 Granite Street
Westerly, RI 02891

Name________________________________________________________________

Email________________________________________________________________

Telephone____________________________________________________________

Street________________________________________________________________

City______________________________________ State__________ Zip__________

I pledge $_____________________________________________________________

With payments of $_____________________________________________________
Over the next __________________  Months_______________ Years____________
The first payment will be on_________________________________________(date)
Please remind me:  One time_____ Monthly_____ Quarterly______ Annually______

Signature_____________________________________________________________

Make checks payable to the Babcock-Smith House Museum. Thank you.
The Museum is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization and donations are tax deductible 
according to the law.

Unusual Monument

While searching for Smith Granite Company monuments in 
the Grace Church Cemetery in Providence, RI, Brenda and 
John Linton discovered this sofa made from Red Wausau, WI 
granite.  The grouping includes a tall polished monument, a 
granite seat (pictured above), and two markers. Our records 
show that the Smith Granite Company was contracted to re-
polish the die, seat, and markers which had been imperfectly 
polished previously.

Increase in Visitors
The museum was open Thursdays and Sundays this sum-
mer in addition to its usual Fridays and Saturdays.  Docents 
committed to a set day and seemed to enjoy having a regular 
schedule. Our visitor statistics indicate that walk-in traffic 
nearly doubled.  In addition, docents from the John Brown 
House in Providence and a tour group from Connecticut 
called “Away for the Day” were among the several groups 
which visited the house and enjoyed lunch at one of our 
local restaurants.  The forty John Brown House docents also 
enjoyed a short program on the granite industry.

Building Campaign

Pledge Form

Tidbits
• About 22 docents helped out at the tours which were at-

tended by over 250 fifth graders over 5 days. 

• Museum docents invited docents from nearby museums 
to a “Let’s Talk” program to share experiences as tour 
guides.
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In Memoriam
We were saddened to learn of the death of former trustee 
Kenneth Boll. After his retirement as trustee, Ken served on 
the Facilities Committee, helping to plan the new addition 
to the Carriage House. Ken could always be counted on to 
solve mechanical problems for the museum.  He engineered 
the basement sink with a washing machine pump so that the 
below-grade sink would work. He and his wife Ida brought 
their knowledge of looms and weaving to the museum, often 
setting up and dismantling various looms for fifth-grade 
tours and for display to the general public.

Website Additions

John and Brenda Linton and Ken and Linda Chaffee have 
continued their efforts to locate and photograph monu-
ments produced by the Westerly granite industry. Monu-
ments in the following cemeteries have been added to the 
website:
In Rhode Island
 Grace Church Cemetery, Providence
 North Burial Ground, Providence
In Connecticut
 Cedar Hill Cemetery, Hartford
In Pennsylvania
 Dunmore Cemetery, Scranton
 Homewood Cemetery, Pittsburgh
 Allegheny Cemetery, Pittsburgh
In New York
 Forest Hill Cemetery, Utica
 Greenwood Cemetery, Brooklyn
 
The 1880 census of buildings revealed twelve buildings in 
Providence built partially from Westerly granite.  The list 
includes the 1878 High School, City Hall, The Turks Head 
Building, the Butler Exchange,  the original Rhode Island 
Hospital Building, the Rhode Island Homeopathic Hospital 
(later Roger Williams Hospital) and the Hope Reservoir 
Pumping Station.

Providence City Hall built by the New England Granite 
Works; steps and entryway by the Smith Granite Company.

Westerly Post Cards

Joseph E. Coduri presented a program featuring old post-
cards with local views of the Westerly area.  The presentation 
traced the historic and social development of the post card 
from the late 19th century into the mid-20th century. 

Coduri, formerly of Westerly, has been collecting post cards 
and preparing post card checklists for more than 30 years 
with a specialty in Rhode Island villages and railroad sta-
tions. He is an active member of Rhode Island Post Card 
Club.    In May he will do another presentation featuring 
postcards of the beaches.
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Rave Review

The Summer 2013 bulletin of 
the Association for Gravestone 
Studies published the following 
review of our book:

Board of Trustees Changes
Alan Peck and Tim Babcock have resigned from the board 
of trustees, but they promise to be of assistance if we need 
them. We shall miss them and appreciate their continued 
interest.  Jackie Brennan has returned to the board and has 
taken on the conservation of our textile collection.

Tidbits

•	 There are 34 new member of the museum for 2013.

•	 John Coduri, Linda Chaffee and Ellen Madison shared 
the story of publishing Built From Stone with the 
Daughters of the American Revolution, the  
Stonington Historical Society, and the Colonial Dames.

•	 Docents hosted another successful Favorite Doll Tea 
featuring Victoria Perry talking about Victorian  
ettiquete for teatime.  Silhouette artist Deborah 
O’Connor was available to make a silhouette of a girl 
with her doll. Docent Eleanor Grinnell was recognized 
for her years of supplying doll costumes to Joshua’s 
Store.  The tea will not be held in 2014 because of the 
possible construction of the new addition. 

Winter Programs Feature  
Granite Companies 

The Joseph Coduri Granite Company will be featured in a 
presentation by John Coduri on Sunday, February 2, at 2 pm 
in the Carriage House.  The program will relate the history 
of the company along with a little romance.  Pictures of 
many of the monuments will be shared.

The Sullivan Granite Company will be highlighted on Sun-
day, March 23, at 2 pm.  The quarries in Bradford were the 
source of stone for beautiful monuments throughout the 
country.  The Sullivan family will be represented by trustee 
Susan  Sullivan Brocato.
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Docents Visit Roseland Cottage
In 1846, when Orlando Smith was discovering granite on 
the Babcock Farm in Westerly, Henry and Lucy Bowen were 
building their Gothic Revival summer home (known as the 
pink house) in Woodstock, Connecticut. Docents enjoyed a 
visit to Roseland Cottage and, after the tour, had a fabulous 
lunch at The Golden Lamb Buttery in nearby Brooklyn. 

Bottom row left to right:  Judy Dobbrow, June Silvestri, 
Mary Ann McCarty, Cathy Larsh, and Ed Fazio; middle row: 
Eleanor Grinnell, Lee Schroeter, Carol Fazio, Sharon Wright, 
and Jan Tunney; back row: Tally Sardelli, Meg Barclay, and 
Wanda Butler. 

Lions Tame Historical Cemetery

Bill Brennan, Tom Ruisi, Tiger Ruisi, Dick Cofoni, Paul 
Doyle, Bob Hatfield, and Dick Sminkey, all members of the 
Westerly Lions Club, have been cleaning up the Babcock 
Cemetery.  They have trimmed all the trees that were dam-
aged by Super Storm Sandy and the Blizzard of 2013. The 
Lions Club rented a chipper for the cuttings.  Many thanks 
to this dedicated group for maintaining the burial ground of 
Joshua Babcock and his ancestors.
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History Mural with BSH Connection

Under the guidance of art teacher John Tedeschi, students Shu 
Hua Lin, Alexis Hayes, Mei Hua Lin, Zachary Menard, and 
Alexandra Hayes, working with others, have completed the His-
toric Portrait of Westerly Mural at the Westerly Middle School. 
The mural spans four centuries of local history.  It includes John 
Babcock and Mary Lawton landing at Mastuxet Cove, Joshua 
Babcock with his friend Benjamin Franklin, and the sculptors’ 
studio at the Smith Granite Company.  All of the artists partici-
pated in the Babcock-Smith House field trip when they were in 
the 5th grade. They began the project as middle school students 
and some have now graduated.  

The War of 1812 Bicentennial Exhibit
Ed Fazio created an exhibit 
to commemorate the War of 
1812.  He reinterpreted items 
from the museums collec-
tion to emphasize links to the 
war.  The banjo clock with a 
reverse painting on glass of 
Oliver Hazard Perry’s victory 
at the Battle of Lake Erie, the 
Battle of Stonington pitcher,  
Dr. Noyes’  saddle bag, and 
the musket were viewed from 
a new perspective.   The ship 

models, made by Fazio. represent the type of ships that would 
have been used during the War of 1812.  The Stonington Histori-
cal Society loaned  a cannon ball from the Battle of Stonington.  

This exhibit was the first since the Isaac Smith room was up-
graded with a wall treatment which now allows for a variety of 
exhibits.  We are the first museum to use this product and we are 
featured on the manufacturer’s website.

New Features on Website

Docent Amy Smith has added:

• A Facebook link at the top of our home page. “Like” us and 
you will be kept informed of museum happenings.

• A search feature also on our home page.  Type in a name or 
place to get links to all the pages on our website that meet 
your search criteria.  

• Past events are now archived, allowing upcoming events to 
be featured at the top of the Events Page.

Candlelight Dinners 

 An elegant Candlelight Dinner for twelve in the museum’s dining 
room is a special experience.  Since 2003, the museum has served 
34 dinners, which have raised about $17,000. In addition, we have 
recruited new members, found grant opportunities, and made lots 
of friends. Call 401-348-8178, if you wish to make arrangements 
for a dinner.

Isaac Smith’s 90th birthday party

Docent Tony Smith describes the models 
made by Fazio; 

HEATING INSTALLATION & REPAIR
Fuel Oil u Diesel u Kerosene u Gasoline u LP Gas

110 Oak Street • Westerly, RI 02891

GINGER'S
OIL COMPANY, INC.
GINGER'S
OIL COMPANY, INC.

24 HOUR SERVICE
(401) 596-4221

Joe McGuire and Stephen Cotoia clean up the front yard 
after removing a barberry bush. 

Grounds Improved

Bill Brennan

Bob Hatfield

Paul Doyle
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Upcoming Events
Sunday afternoon events at the Carriage House. Non-members $2.00; members free.

A Celebration of Trees                                          December 8-15 (closed Tuesday)
Sunday  (2-5pm) Monday (4-7pm) Wednesday (4-8pm) Thursday and Friday (4-7pm) and Saturday & Sunday (2-5pm) 
Each room of the historic home will feature trees, each decorated with a different theme. 

Lincoln, Rhode Island, and the War in 1863                 Sunday, January 5, 2014, 2:00 pm
Former Chief Justice of the Rhode Island Supreme Court, Frank Williams, will speak about Rhode Island’s connection 
with Lincoln and the Civil War in 1863. 

Christmas Bazaar                Saturday, December 7, 2013, 9 am - 1 pm
Come do your Christmas shopping. Greens, gently-used Christmas-related items, collectibles and cookies.

Joseph Coduri Granite Company—A Twentieth Century Company                       Sunday, February 2, 2014, 2 pm
John B. Coduri will share historic photos as he illustrates his talk about the Joseph Coduri Granite Company. He will also 
show pictures of some of the outstanding monuments produced on Oak Street.

Sullivan Granite Company        Sunday, March 23, 2014, 2 pm
Susan Sullivan Brocato will lead the “Granite Team” in a presentation of the history, the processes and the products of 
the Sullivan Granite Company.

Civilian Conservation Corps in RI and CT                  Sunday, February 23, 2014, 2 pm
Marty Podskoch will present a program on the Civilian Conservation Corps in RI and CT. 

The Beach and Beyond Postcards         Sunday, May 4, 2 pm
Joseph E. Coduri, formerly of Westerly, will present local views of the Westerly area outside of downtown.  The presenta-
tion will trace the historic and social development of the post card from the late 19th century into the mid-20th century. 


