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Let It Rain!
Replacing gutters and downspouts on a historic building is no
easy task. Beginning with the successful effort of Chair John
Coduri to secure major funding from Proposition #5, and ending
with water being channeled correctly, this effort required time
and patience. Before the project could begin, Treasurer Maureen
Bjorkland met the existing matching funds requirement of the
State Preservation Grant.

J & R Senior Sheet Metal fashioned the copper
transition pipes which moved water from gutter
to collection boxes.

Gutters that were structurally sound, easily maintained and
historically appropriate were top priorities. Builder Jeff Hall,
after investigating both natural and man-made materials,
decided to use mahogany for the gutters, downspouts and
collection boxes which had to be milled to custom specifications.

When David Read finished his painting, a casual
observer would have no idea of the work this
project entailed.

Fifth Graders Get Up Close and Personal with History

“Hands on” is the key to understanding the complexities of
weaving. Students also practiced cursive writing with a quill
pen and enjoyed toys and games from both Colonial and
Victorian times.

Students share with Trustee Ellen Madison
their observations of the cutting shed as they
discover for themselves what it might have
been like to work in the granite industry.
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“I’ll Have to Ask Dwight.”

The Babcock-Smith House Museum

glass plates and developed them and then, using information
gleaned from them and from other sources, narrowed down its
location. Then, in his 80’s, he led a group of us into the woods,
showed us the location of the shed, photographed remnants of
guy wires, picked up old iron remnants, and took me into my
past. Throughout, he photographed and documented and shared.
From the glass plates, he blew up tiny sections of the photographs and wrote explanations of what we were seeing.
He extrapolated educated guesses and shared them as well.

I returned the favor by taking him to a quarry near my home. He
scrambled up steep piles of loose rock, insisted on circumnavigating
the entire quarry, picked up a brick from the dilapidated chimney in
order to photograph the name of its maker which he later tracked
down to a Hartford outfit, and explained to me about the steam
Friend, font of local history knowledge, curmudgeon, tireless re- engine remnants there. Later he admitted to someone else that I
searcher, Westerly Historical Society Board member. . . it is hard had really challenged him physically, but that it had all been worth
to sum up Dwight Brown who died shortly after his 90th birthday. it to get firsthand information about a place he had never been.
My personal story of Dwight echoes that of many. When
Brenda Linton and I visited him the week before he died,
he showed us the binders of photographs of his daily
trips to document the deliberate destruction of the Bradford Dam. Alert and full of good humor, he exhibited insatiable curiosity and the need to document until the end.

From across the country came requests for information. Whenever a request came to me, such as the location of Mouse Hill
where Tobias Saunders, one of the original incorporators of Westerly had lived, I referred the person to Dwight. I always warned
about the possibility of off-color language and wondered if I
was part of the in-group with whom he felt comfortable calling
someone an unprintable name or telling me, at the end, about
his bodily functions. That was part of what I loved about Dwight.
Earthy, he was. But far more knowledgeable and generous than
most PhD’s I have known. Those whom he had helped often
gushed to me about his wonderful assistance and they meant it.

It was the first time that I had ever been in the main house.
Dwight could no longer negotiate the three steps down to
what I believe had been an addition or a converted porch,
but which visitors saw as a work place filled with computers,
binders, hard drives and the paintings which Dwight had created. An ancient screen door, a couple of old chairs and a He lectured and wrote about everything from locally-built steamrickety table piled high with ephemera belied the incredible boats, to the Bradford Dyeing Association where he and my father
amount of information skillfully and artfully kept in that room. had worked, to wrecks along the Weekapaug coast. He and his
wife Anna volunteered for years in the local history section of the
I came a little late to the “Let’s ask Dwight” club. Perhaps I had Library. He catalogued the burial records for the older section of
asked him a couple of questions, but when we were writing River Bend Cemetery, wrote numerous articles and books, and was
Built From Stone: The Westerly Granite Story, we relied heav- recognized by the Westerly Historical Society the year before he
ily on his ability to glean snippets of related information from died. Oh, yes, and he gave the program that night, confessing to
The Narragansett Weekly and The Stonington Mirror which me that he would try not to offend anyone with any salty language.
we then used in many sidebars. He generously and quickly
shared that information and much more as we called upon him. I count myself among the many who will miss Dwight
and among the many who benefitted from his research
As I became interested in learning more about my great grand- and generosity. I hope he knew how grateful we all are.
father’s quarry, I once again asked him for help. He took my 				
By Ellen Madison, Ph.D.

New Babcock-Smith House Museum Hours
2-5 PM
July and August 			
September 			
October				

Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday
Friday and Saturday
Saturday
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The End of the Story
Gerald Weinstein (right), the donor of the glass plates which
we have written about before, took the train from New York
to Westerly to attend the annual Open House and to see the
exhibit we had created from his gift.
In addition to landing in Westerly during the Virtu Arts Festival
and having the chance to explore downtown, he was treated
to Tom Foley’s well-researched and marvelously delivered talk
on the mystery of the missing monument of the NY 49th in
Gettysburg. (For those of you who missed it, you can view it
along with our other programs on our website.)
We wanted to honor Weinstein’s request to “do something”
with the glass plates. Most of the images were of monuments
which predated our order books, so we had to struggle to find
some sort of story to tell. The first part was easy. Tell the story
of how we acquired the glass plates, show the photos of the
crate’s arrival and how the plates were packaged, and explain
the photo process. John Linton researched mammoth wet-plate
cameras and found a fellow in California who sent us a high resolution of a similar camera to that which took our photos.
Next, we thought that we could feature the photos of various
types of monuments to show how they might have been used
in a promotional booklet to give potential purchasers an idea
of what Smith Granite Company could produce. Into the vault
we went, where, with Brenda Linton’s help, we found a promotional SGC booklet from the 1920’s – a bit later in time, but
which would suffice to get the point across. Sarah Madison designed a graphic poster which showed the cover, the preface
and a couple of inside pages.
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Linda Chaffee’s
eagle eyes
spotted an
angel which she
thought resembled the one for
the Whitin Family
in Whitinsville,
MA. Sure
enough. Further
research revealed
that it was the
same statue.
We had glass
plate photos of
that exact angel
on three different bases, so we could now switch to a somewhat hypothetical,
but probable, story of how the Whitins, after selecting an angel,
selected a base. We dove into our order books, found the order,
which had been placed on December 17, 1881 for a total of
$7,800, and photographed that page.
Ellen Madison quickly researched the story of the industrialist family and we pulled out an early photo of the monument in the cemetery. John and Brenda Linton scurried up to Whitinsville to take a
photo of it in its present condition. With the aid of Susan Sullivan,
Tony Smith, and Printing Plus we completed our story.
Weinstein liked what he saw. His parting words, as we dropped
him off for his return trip, were that he would bring his wife to see
the exhibit. We would invite you to come as well.

Become a Member
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Emergency Preparedness
and Recovery
Ed Fazio, the Museum Facility Coordinator, attended a three-day
workshop in March focused on emergency planning for small museums. The conference was held at Phillips Academy in Andover,
MA, hosted by the Addison Gallery of American Art, and organized
by the Northeast Document Conservation Center. NEDCC, a nonprofit group, is the first independent conservation laboratory in
the United States to specialize exclusively in the conservation and
preservation of paper and film-based collections. The seventeen
speaker/sponsor organizations included Historic New England,
Boston Museum of Fine Arts, the Connecticut State Archives, the
Peabody Essex Museum, and many companies specializing in the
protection or recovery of museum properties.
This excellent workshop prompted the BSHM to create and post
evacuation and utility plans for all our buildings, install water sensors in all our archival areas, upgrade the lightning protection system of the 1734 mansion, and begin the development of our first
Emergency Preparedness Plan.
Efforts will continue during the months ahead to establish relationships with local civil and private emergency response agencies,
provide training for museum volunteer staff, and complete the
Emergency Preparedness Plan.
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Snippets
•

Anthony “Tony” Gallup Smith, great-great grandson of
the first Orlando Smith, has been elected as a trustee.
Tony has served as President of the Docents but is best
known for his great humor, his outstanding tours of the
Museum, and his hosting at the Candlelight Dinners. He
will be portraying Benjamin Franklin in the upcoming
video and is always available to do little things that must
be done.

•

The Museum has added to its “Open” schedule to include Fridays in September.

•

New email address is babcocksmithhouse@gmail.com.

•

The editorial team of Linda Smith Chaffee and Ellen
Madison owes a huge debt of gratitude to its faithful
proofreading team of many years. Hats off to chief proofreaders Mary Mitchell and Amy Smith, and to Gertrude
Smith, Tony Smith and Ed Fazio.

•

Thanks to the Babcock descendants who have contributed financially to the Babcock-Franklin video.

•

One of our visiting fifth graders excitedly shared that
his grandfather had worked in the granite industry. We
sent him home with a form to fill out to be added to our
files.

•

Like the Babcock-Smith House on Facebook to keep
up-to-date on all the happenings.

•

Thanks to retired teachers Nancy Lewis, Aurelia DeAngelis, Sue Hathaway, and Liz Santoro, who helped with
the fifth-grade tours.

•

Plans are underway for the celebration of the 350th
Anniversary of the incorporation of the Town of Westerly, including a gallery exhibit at the Westerly Library.
All of our 2019 programs will focus on Westerly history.

In Memoriam
Barbara Benson
Former Docent

As part of the Emergency Preparedness Program, we had our
lightning protection measured and discovered that we were
only 45 percent protected. Benjamin Franklin, who presumably
installed our first lightning rod, would not have been pleased.
A two-man crew from Northeast Lightning Protection LLC from
Bloomfield, CT came to increase the protection to 95 percent.

Dwight Brown

Granite Historian and Docent
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Many Work Together on Cemetery
Special thanks to the Westerly Lions Club for a sustained effort in cleaning up the historic Babcock Cemetery.

Westerly Lions and BSHM trustees worked together to give the
Babcock Cemetery on Watch Hill Road its spring cleaning. Many
truckloads of leaves found their way to a composting project, and
branches and trash headed in other directions.

Lathan Woodman, a high-school senior restored a bench which he
then donated for use at the Babcock Cemetery. Volunteers John
Coduri (sitting) and Harry Bjorkland try out the bench. The Museum has committed to having the cemetery periodically mowed.

Chad Johnson of Greener Ease, after assessing the health of our Once the snow had melted, Hugh Barton, Ellen Madison, and
shrubs and trees, especially our famed copper beech tree which Brenda and John Linton forged into the woods off Pound Road to
overhangs Granite Street, developed a maintenance plan for us.
find the quarry which Lazzari and Barton (Hugh’s grandfather) had
owned. Fortunately, it appeared on an old Westerly map. Barton
Here, he is spraying the boxwoods around the Victorian garden to was able to see the piles of rejected stone and the remains of the
protect them from insect infestations. Our boxwoods in front of quarry, which was located on a fairly steep hill, and to take home
the house presumably date to Benjamin Franklin’s time.
a stone chip as a souvenir.
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Upcoming Events
An Evening of Outdoor Art: A Stroll Along Cypress and Cedar Lanes
		

						

Monday, August 13, 6 pm
Rain date: August 20, 6 pm

Museum volunteers will conduct a new tour of River Bend Cemetery on Beach Street. Join
us to appreciate the creativity and craftsmanship on display at River Bend. This short loop
through the cemetery will feature several types of monuments, exquisite statues, and imposing mausolea. Gather near the Cemetery office.
Not-yet members $5; members free.

Outback, or Is This Trip Necessary? 				Sunday, September 23, 2 pm
Humorist and historian, Virginia Williams, will share her outhouse slide presentation which deals with the history
and lore of that humble building outback.
At the Carriage House. Not-yet members $5; members free.

