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the most recent, a piece of 20th century needlepoint, done from 
a kit, with a central floral medallion design.

The only material reusable was the horsehair layer which, after 
it was sanitized, would be incorporated into the new seat along 
with small swatches of the other seating material and a small 
card describing the structure of the old seat.

An appropriate 18th century de-
sign on blue flocked damask was 
chosen for the upholstery. (See 
photo of finished chair on page 
6.) Attached to the black cambric 
undercover of the seat is a small 
manila envelope containing an 
explanation of the seat construc-
tion along with samples of the 
materials used.

Since finding original uphol-
stery is a rarity indeed, it was 
most important to document 

as thoroughly as possible the upholstery on this particularly fine 
Chippendale chair, which deserves every bit of time and effort 
that went into this project.  Have a seat!

Recently the two 18th century Chippendale side chairs (not 
a pair) in the parlor have been reupholstered.  One involved 
a straight-forward slip seat replacement over a foundation 
of recent vintage and two layers of silk upholstery.

The seat of the second chair 
provided a challenge and a 
revelation!  I decided to take 
apart the upholstered seat 
since there were signs from 
the old collapsed seat that 
original 18th century elements 
were involved.  Eight layers 
and a multitude of tacks later, 
the original seat frame was 
exposed, attached with hand-
forged nails to the outer rails  
of the seat. 

Besides the original webbing, 
two linen covers, and layers of 
straw and horsehair (all 18th 
century), there was a 19th cen-
tury printed velvet covering and 

The Best Seat in the House
by Lido Mochetti

In the process, he uncovered 
the original straw.

Lido Mochetti carefully took 
apart the eight layers of the 
seat of our 18th century 
Chippendale chair to ready it 
for reupholstering. 

On August 18, cameras descended once more on the Museum 
house.  WSBE-TV Rhode Island PBS is making a three-part 
documentary about the Gorham Silver industry in Rhode Island, 
titled Chasing Silver: The Story of Gorham, and chose us as one 
of their sites.  Maria and Scott Saracen, producers and director, 

had scouted our location earlier 
and decided that the parlor would 
be a perfect place to film Jabez 
Gorham as an older man.

Our own Ed Fazio donned his fake 
sideburns and costume (left) and 
became the elder Jabez Gorham 
who was troubled because his son 
wanted to modernize the factory 
with steam power which Jabez 
thought was too dangerous.  It 
bothered him enough that he 

retired from the business and 
turned it over to his son, all 
the while worrying that  the 
future of the company he had 
started might end in tragedy.  
He feared that a steam  
explosion might level the fac-
tory and environs.

Dewey Reposo, the Director 
of Photography, got the angles 
just right and Amber Elderkin, 
the producer’s assistant, scur-

ried around.  

The debut date is a bit uncertain as Covid has prevented  ac-
cessing many of the needed archival photos, but we will look 
forward to our role in this important documentary.

Chasing Silver: The Story of Gorham
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“THE BILLINGS MAUSOLEUM has been neglected for over a 
century.  It’s time for a new approach.
 
We have a matching grant from the State Office of Historic 
Preservation to conduct an engineering survey to determine 
the condition of the structure and to produce a written 
report. “
   Stonington Cemetery Website 

Brenda and John Linton have 
been following this hoped-for 
restoration for several years.  
The Billings Mausoleum, now 
in tragic disrepair, was built 
to honor the Billings’ son, 
Coddington, who died when 
he was 30. The story is that 
the parents spent the rest of 
their lives and fortunes on 
this tribute to him.  According 
to the data in the1885 Smith 
Granite Company order book,  
the mausoleum cost was esti-
mated  to be $2,912 ($78,170 
today)  and will cost a shock-
ing estimated $500,000 to 
$1,000,000 to restore today.   

While in Stonington Cemetery, John and Brenda fortuitously ran 
into Bob Suppicich, who is involved in restoration work there.  
When the conversation drifted to the mausoleum, he introduced 
them to the president and vice president of the cemetery who  
opened the door to allow Brenda and John to explore the inside.

Nearly fifty people gathered at the Hoxie-Middleton Mausoleum at 6 pm on July 
23 for our yearly tour of parts of River Bend Cemetery.  This year’s focus was on 
the northernmost part of the old section of the cemetery.  In spite of the extra 
precautions due to COVID, participants enjoyed tales of graves being moved, fam-
ily histories, and a contrast of styles from the simple Quaker headstone to exqui-
site monuments.  Stately sarcophagi, obelisks, urns were all part of the evening.  
The tour was repeated for an additional twenty people on September 15.  Next 
year we will present Down By the Riverside Part 2.  Join us to share new stories 
about monuments in our local cemetery.

A Perfect Night “Down by the Riverside” 

New Life for the Billings Mausoleum?

There they found stained glass inserts, that once were in the 
tower, being stored for safe keeping.  The wooden roof and 
many other aspects of the mausoleum are in need of repair.  
Because the Billings family is now scattered throughout the 
United States, the Cemetery is trying to raise the funds to 
restore this once grand monument.

Inside, there is an extremely plain sarcophagus ($380).

On left, the order book drawing for the 4 1/2 ft. urn clearly shows a 
hollowed-out  section for cremains. Right, one of two polished, blue 
Anguilla granite urns ($300 each).  
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COVID-19 closed down our Sunday programs and limited tours to 
reservation only, but activity at the museum has not stopped.

Tours by Reservation Only:   The trustees decided that, once 
museums were given the okay to open, we would offer tours by 
reservation only, following COVID-19 guidelines.  We estimate 
that docents conducted over 30 tours for over 80 people.   A state 
inspector visited the museum unannounced and found that we  
were in compliance! Thanks to Ed Fazio for his diligence in deter-
mining the state requirements and implementing them.

Transition to the Web Edition of PastPer-
fect, our Museum management pro-
gram:   Andrew Rogers consulted with 
PastPerfect many times to smooth this 
transition.  Linda Chaffee led the training 
component.  Meg Barclay (top right), 
Tony Smith, and Jan Tunney (bottom 
right) were trained to update the inven-
tory with the many descriptions and 
measurements that Lido Mochetti and 
Jane Abrams wrote during their inven-
tory of the museum contents. Susan 
Brocato, Jackie Brennan and Joe Coduri 
learned to use the program for new ac-
cessions to the collection. Ellen Madison, 
Maureen Bjorkland and Sarah Madison 
learned to use the program to maintain 
contact with our friends, donors and 
members.

Revision of Museum Policies:  Ellen Madison and Linda Chaffee 
updated the Museum Mission statement, Gift Policy and Collec-
tion Policy.  These documents had not had a formal revision since 
2006.  Since then, the museum has formalized its library and  
textile collections and has inaugurated the granite exhibit.  Our 
guiding documents needed to reflect these changes.  To complete 
this project, Maureen Bjorkland has gathered and formalized the 
documents that guide our financial practices.  

Digital Update of Docent Handbook Book: Ed Fazio and Andrew 
Rogers joined forces to digitize and edit the docent handbook.  
Now, editing can be easily accomplished and all the docent docu-
ments are gathered in one place.

Update of Granite on the Grounds brochure:  Did you know that 
our grounds included many examples of creations from the West-
erly granite industry?  We have updated the brochure that will 
give guests a self-guided tour.

Membership Levels Maintained:  Our thanks to all of you who 
have continued your membership  and have supported the efforts 
of the Museum.  It is because of all of you that we are able to 
continue to grow.

Progress in the Downtime

Gifts
How fortunate we are to be remembered by so many of you.  
Recently, we have the following acquisitions:

•A matchbook cover featuring the Sullivan Granite Company.  
Maureen and Harry Bjorkland were out browsing at the Westerly 
Armory Show when they spotted this find.
•A sales brochure for Currie and Sons, a calling card, and a photo 
of the Currie shed on Vars Lane in Bradford donated by John Cur-
rie
•Sabres and Spurs: First Regiment RI Cavalry in the Civil War 
donated to our library by Robert Madison
•Gertrude Smith’s wedding gown 
and Dutch cap which she wore when 
she married Isaac Smith, fourth 
generation of the Smith Granite 
Company line, in 1943
•Various publications dealing with 
the preservation and the care of 
museum artifacts and books donated 
by Lido Mochetti
•A fine bureau scarf with cutwork 
and crocheted edges donated by 
Clement Ruggieri
•A Jacob’s ladder toy donated by 
Wanda Butler
•Post cards of the granite industry and a sales brochure donated 
by Bradford Koop
•A framed presentation of the article on the Babcock-Smith 
House, appearing in The Westerly Sun, donated by Betty-Jo Cugini
•The grindstone, mentioned in an article in this newsletter, do-
nated by William Bliven
•An antique stool for the blacksmith exhibit and a stereopticon 
and slides to be used for hands-on activities from Ellen Madison 
who also donated her grandfather’s late 1800’s school desk which 
features a scroll of lettering, geometrical designs, and other 
things meant to be copied by a student either on the writing desk 
or (flipped over) a blackboard.  You can see it in the common 
room in the house where docents mention that we think that 
that room might have been used as a school room at one time.

North Burial Ground Guest
Ashlynn Rickord, City Cemetery Direc-
tor for the City of Providence, visited 
the granite team at the Carriage House 
on September 23.  We shared with her 
information about Westerly monu-
ments in North Burial Ground.  We are 
hoping that they can use this informa-
tion in developing additional virtual 
cemetery tours.  Check out their web-
site  https://www.providenceri.gov/
providence-parks/north-burial-ground/
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Membership Form

 Member/Corporate Sponsor Name_________________________________________________ 

Address ______________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________

Phone number ________________________________________Email ___________________________________

Membership Level:  __$25    __$50     __$100    __$250    __$500    __$1,000    __$1,500    __$2,000    __$3,000 
 

I would like information on: ___ candlelight dinners for 12  ___ including the Museum in my estate plan

Make checks payable to Babcock-Smith House Museum.  
Mail this form with your check to:

Babcock-Smith House Museum
C/o Ellen Madision

149 S. Woody Hill Road
Westerly, Rhode Island 02891

•	 John Gervasini stopped at the BSH Granite Museum to 
ask about the monument (right) that his grandfather 
had  worked on.  Is it possible that you have seen it in 
any of your travels?  Mr. Gervasini had no idea where it is 
located but wanted to find it. 

•	 Photos of the Columbus statue being relocated  in 1995 
from the area between the post office and the Library to 
its present location

•	 Photos of the original dedication of the Columbus statue 
and the parade in 1949 

•	  Photos of the granite tablets when they were displayed 
at the Smith Granite Company before the land was sold 
in the mid 50’s for the current Granite Street Shopping 
Center

•	 Julia dolls.  As we get ready for the fiftieth celebration 
of the Trust in 2022, we would like to find and borrow  
many of the Julia dolls which were made by the docents 
in 1986.  Originally there were 100 of them and we have 
a list of the original owners. Call us if we may borrow one 
from you. 401-596-5704  

•	 Westerly industry (not retail) histories, stories, and 
anecdotes.  If you worked in one of the mills or in a place 
such as the Westerly Macaroni Company or have a story 
which your parent told over and over again, please share 
with Ellen Madison who is compiling a partial history 
of Westerly industries to be published by the Westerly 
Historical Society.  You don’t have to write it; just email 
Ellen at ellenmadison1945@gmail.com and she will have 
a chat with you.

Please help us find:

Remember as you are doing your shopping at Amazon, to use:   Trust U/Will of Orlando R Smith on 
Smile.Amazon.com to help earn a few dollars for the Museum.
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In Memoriam

Clare Hofer
Docent

Statues of Christopher Columbus have been in the news lately and there has been 
much discussion about whether he should be honored by monuments because 
of his indirect impact on native Americans.  What about the heroic-sized granite 
statue of Columbus made from Westerly granite?  Granite scholars at the mu-
seum have been asked to share the history of the making of this monument.  This 
summer Linda Chaffee, John Coduri and Ellen Madison were interviewed by Alex 
Nunes of National Public Radio about our statue.  Also, the Westerly Library asked 
the museum to delve into the history of the Westerly statue as a part of their 
Community Voices Series.  Members of the Library’s Education Subcommittee of 
the Ad Hoc Committee on Columbus held their November meeting at the granite 
museum.

 Our research for the Library unearthed the names of scores of individuals who 
worked to raise funds. There were years of dreaming, planning and creating the 
monument. Skilled craftsmen at the Joseph Coduri Granite Company created the 
15-foot tall monument of both Westerly red and light pink granite.  We came to 
the conclusion that the statue is a testimony to the granite industry that was the 
economic engine of the town for 100 years and to the community of immigrants 
from Italy who flocked to the Westerly granite industry for employment and op-
portunities.   The inscription on the front of the monument says it all, “CHRISTO-
FORO COLUMBO     Intrepid Italian explorer who linked the old world of our fathers 
to the new world of our sons.”

Why Is Our Columbus Statue Unique?

New Blacksmith Exhibit

Bill Bliven’s gift of his father-in-law’s grindstone started a whirl-
wind of planning and executing a new exhibit in the granite mu-
seum which will take us all winter to complete. Angelo Panciera, 
Bill’s father-in-law, was a letter cutter and Bill had previously 
donated a group of very fine letter-cutting chisels which are much 
smaller than the chisels we already had in our collection.

One of the intriguing characteristics of this grindstone is a narrow 
groove in the stone which indicates that it had been used exten-
sively to sharpen these finer chisels.  

Rather than just leave this grindstone in the workshop (above), 
we decided to combine it with our anvil and chisels to create a 
permanent blacksmith’s shop which will complement the existing 
quarry, shed, and creations sections.  In addition, this will be a 
hands-on exhibit for those wanting to “sharpen” their sharpening 

skills, handle the blacksmith’s tools, or pound with a ham-
mer on the anvil.

Our visiting fifth graders already learn about the impor-
tance of the toolboy whose task it was to take the tools to 
the blacksmith to be sharpened and, more importantly, to 
remember who owned which tools so that they could be 
returned properly.  The blacksmith learned just how each 
man liked his tools sharpened and was a very important 
part of the granite industry.  

When we were writing our book and searching the old city 
directories for the names of people involved in the granite 
industry, we were amazed at how many blacksmiths were 
listed. We often forget how many people of various skills it 
took to support the granite industry.

Arleen Andersen, the graphic designer who helped create 
the granite exhibit, met with the granite team to discuss 
additions and refinements. Many thanks to Hugh Barton for 
providing the funds for this new exhibit.  



Babcock-Smith House Museum
124 Granite Street
Westerly, RI 02891

Non-Profit	Org
US Postage Paid

Permit 124
Westerly RI

babcocksmithhouse.org

Return Service Requested

Trustees
Maureen J. Bjorkland  Chair
Andrew Bicknell
Jacqueline F. Brennan
Susan Sullivan Brocato
Linda Smith Chaffee
Edward A. Fazio
Betty-Jo Cugini Greene 
Stephen M. Greene
Ellen L. Madison, Ph.D.
Andrew Rogers
Anthony Gallup Smith

Resident Manager
Jacquelyn Smith

From Joshua’s Home to Yours . . .  Joys of the Season


