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Little Victorians
Exhibit

The Annual Open House on May 28 will feature the opening of
Little Victorians, a charming new exhibit from the Museum’s
textile collection of children’s clothing, toys, games and books,
featuring an exquisite collection of christening gowns from
the Victorian Age. The beautiful handiwork on the babies’
bonnets, booties, and bibs, and the children’s day dresses,
pinafores and coats will be on display in the first floor of the
Museum House through Labor Day.

Video of Our Formative Years
In a new video, Gert Smith has shared
her experiences of transforming the
Babcock-Smith House from an essentially uninhabited house to the bustling
museum it is now. Gert and her husband Isaac spent more than forty years
actively promoting growth. From yard
work to computer work, the couple
labored tirelessly.
Their efforts have reaped results. We
have more than two hundred members, and a cadre of volunteers
who research, entertain, conduct tours and conduct the business
of the Trust. We also have an endowment that may help provide
a future for the organization, a carriage house with its addition to
house the textile collection and a library, a granite museum that
attracts interest from around the nation to across the ocean and
the most complete archives of the renowned Westerly granite
industry.

Tea

On Wednesday, June 29, 1-3pm, the docents will host the Little
Victorians Garden Tea. Save the date for another of our delectable tea parties in the Carriage House to celebrate the opening
of Little Victorians.

As part of our fiftieth-year milestone, Ben Barber has created a
video of Gert Smith looking back over the fifty years and sharing
her story.
The video will premiere on Sunday, June 5 at 2 pm in the Carriage
House. Gert will be available after the video to answer questions
and welcome your memories of the museum.

Enjoy a program (to be announced) as well as the usual delicious luncheon fare prepared by the docents. Tickets are $25
and include the Tea Party and viewing of the exhibit in the
Museum House. Advance purchase is required. Call (401) 3485971 for tickets.

Julia Isabella Smith, daughter of Resident Manager Jackie
Smith, joined Gertrude after the filming. Julia is the third
Julia Smith to live in the mansion.
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River Bend Cemetery Celebrates Milestone
The Museum and the Cemetery celebrated the first major renovation of the River Bend Cemetery office since it was converted
from the chapel to the office in the 1960’s. Originally built in
1898 as the chapel, it is now a bright welcoming space with a
private room in which families can meet, a small kitchenette,
handicapped access, a vaulted ceiling, and new windows which
provide more energy efficiency—all without altering the historic
external appearance. Originally, the office had been located
across Beach Steet.
Greg Howard, Superintendent, created several exhibit boards
showing the progress of the renovation which was done by
N&D Builders, following the plans by Azzinaro Architects, both
local firms. At the Open House, he updated guests on the progress of the Cremation Garden, the plantings, and the design for
future development. Local residents have followed the extension of the stone wall along Beach Street and also the many
plantings of boxwood within the cemetery itself.
Incorporated in 1849, the Cemetery was originally designed
with a parklike setting along the Pawcatuck River by Niles Bieraguard Schubert, who also worked on the design of Swan Point
Cemetery in Providence, RI. Since the 1960’s, Grever & Ward,
Inc. in Buffalo, NY have been the designers. Both have stressed
the Cemetery’s role in being a haven for walkers and those who
simply want a tranquil haven.
Brenda Linton, Susan Brocato, and Ellen Madison from the
Museum served on the planning committee along with Su-

perintendent Greg Howard and President Philip Friend from
the Cemetery. Linda Chaffee was instrumental in turning the
committee’s ideas into a brochure and the event program for
the Cemetery.

Docents Mary Cool and Jan Tunney provided another splendid
example of their ability to wow us with refreshments.
Museum volunteers Tony Smith, Linda Chaffee, Brenda Linton
and Ellen Madison provided short tours of a portion of the
Cemetery, while Susan Brocato assisted cemetery personnel including Steve Howard, Director of Grounds, with traffic control.
Mark Koswaski of Broadview Gardens, a Cemetery trustee,
provided the floral arrangements and the Misquamicut Fire
Department provided tables.
This event was part of the April and May Celebration of RI
Historical Cemeteries Awareness and Preservation Weeks
sponsored by the R.I. Historical Preservation & Heritage Commission. River Bend is Rhode Island Historical Cemetery #8.

New Life for Shaw China and Spinning Wheels
We have follow-ups to the china and spinning wheel stories.

she breathlessly told them the story of the wheels.

Susan Brocato reports that Jack Bowles, purchaser at our auction of her half of her great-great grandparents’ china, has been
in contact with her sister Pat Manley in Chadds Ford, PA about
acquiring her half of the “Shaw China.” Everyone involved is
excited to know that this china, after 50 years, will be reunited,
used, and loved.

The local connection is fairly well documented as Linda’s father
Abe was the second of four generations of Itchkawich Metal and
Waste. Abe had an eye for antiques and often, when he collected rag bags and bundled newspapers from people’s homes,
he might spot a piece that he liked and would offer to buy it. We
are nearly 100 percent sure that this is how the family acquired
this wheel.

Wheel # Eight has surfaced locally. We had discovered seven
wheels in the Westerly area that were made by the same wheel
family and marked with the same design and the initials IC, JC
or SC. Ellen Madison asked the community to be on the alert
for another, but it was she who discovered it.
Invited for lunch at the home of Linda Itchkawich Bloom, Ellen
Madison spied a lovely wheel in near perfect condition. It was
almost too much to hope for, but she knelt down and discovered “Yes” -- it was the eighth wheel! The others had finished
their soup course before Ellen had even dipped in her spoon as

Several months later, Linda found herself suddenly putting her
house on the market in preparation for a move. Ellen put her
in touch with Brenda Page in Maine who contacted a spinner
in Pennsylvania who definitely wanted the wheel to use and
certainly knew the story of all the links. Within days, a member
of the spinning community in Connecticut picked up the wheel
and it has moved to Pennsylvania to be used as it was originally
intended.
Number 9 anyone?

Trustees: Maureen J. Bjorkland, Chair;Jacqueline F. Brennan, Susan Sullivan Brocato, Linda Smith Chaffee, Edward A. Fazio, Betty-Jo Cugini Greene, Stephen M.
Greene, Ellen L. Madison, Ph.D., Andrew Rogers, Anthony Gallup Smith, Amanda L.Vetelino. Official publication of the Orlando R. Smith Trust, DBA Babcock-Smith
House Museum, published twice a year as a non-profit organization. Babcock-Smith House Museum, 124 Granite Street, Westerly, RI 02891 401-596-5704
babcocksmithhouse.org
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Granite Detectives At Work
Liverpool, England

Hugh Barton, our tireless researcher, discovered a newspaper
clipping in our vault that referred to a monument in honor of
George Washington made of Maine granite but cut by Fraquelli
and Brusa Co. of Westerly. The monument was a large exedra
with three statues, each weighing four tons, carved by Nicholas
Verzillo. In the article, the bishop of Fall River stated that the
statue “was built with pennies contributed by the school children of the diocese."

Sometimes, we don’t make the discoveries, but rather we are
discovered by other granite researchers and we then share our
information. A recent email from Rachel Wolgemuth, Special
Projects Assistant of West Laurel Hill Cemetery outside of Philadelphia, asked about the Harrah mausoleum she was researching. Our conversation led to our sending her a list of scores of
Westerly monuments in that cemetery that we have not yet
photographed.

New Orleans, LA

She reported that one of the mausolea there has been sold and
the new owner removed a spiral shaft from the top. Above are
the before and after photos. Which do you prefer?

Barton also found reference to the
Moriarty monument in New Orleans.
Although the monument was cut in
Barre, VT, the granite for the statues
is Westerly granite. The base of this
impressive monument is 30 ft square
and its height is just over 60 ft.

Liverpool, England

Community Outreach Director of
Metairie Cemetery Gerard Schoen
declares this monument to be more
than just a tall memorial and shared
the following story with WGNO News.
“A poor Irish immigrant named Daniel A. Moriarty moved to
New Orleans. He ended up meeting a lady, who was older than
him named Mary Farrell, who he fell in love with. He and his
wife started a very successful business in the Red Light district
of New Orleans. They took the money they earned from their
business and invested it in real estate. They became quite
wealthy.
Moriarty wanted to enter New Orleans’ upper society, but that
wasn’t going to happen because the upper society snubbed
Daniel and his wife because they didn’t have New Orleans
blood. That always irked Daniel. Daniel’s wife, Mary died in
1887 and by 1905, Daniel wanted to honor his wife in a way that
would really show everyone, so he had the Moriarty Monument
built.
The reason he wanted his property to be the tallest was so his
wife could look down and snub 'every blue blood' in the cemetery. Daniel certainly accomplished what he wanted to do."

An email from Anna Fairley, a student at the University of Liverpool with an interest in researching the granite trade relating
to grave monuments (prior to 1900), writes “I have come across
a large collection of mason's drawings from one of the local
cemeteries here (Toxteth Park est. 1856), some of which relate
to the Newall company of Dumfriesshire. After further research
I have identified several existing memorials at Toxteth Park that
are made of Westerly granite, presumably ordered through the
Newall company in Scotland with which the cemetery had a
particular link.” With her findings, we have more than quadrupled the number of documented Westerly monuments in other
nations.
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Tidbits

We are pleased to welcome Mary
Keniston as the new docent
Vice-president. Mary also manages Joshua’s
Store and welcomes donations of handcrafted items to be sold.

The Babcock-Smith House Museum

The Death of the Curtains

Alas, the Deerfield curtains in Julia’s room, (so-called because
they employed the blue crewel embroidery on a white background) used by Deerfield (MA) women, finally succumbed to
years of direct sunlight before we had shades.
Docents Ruth Nichols Reynolds, Claire Hofer, Dot Maxon and
others worked to create the curtains using their vast embroidery
skills years ago.

Why this pattern?
Regretfully, Andrew Bicknell, who has served for three years as
treasurer, has resigned from the Board because of other work and
family commitments. Replacing him will be Amanda L. Vetelino,
who has been in banking and finance for twenty-two years and is
currently Accounting Manager for PCC Structurals in Groton. She
is married with three children and lives in Westerly.
We are having another auction in the fall of 2023 (not 2022). If
you have small appropriate items to donate, please contact Ellen
Madison at ellenmadison1945@gmail.com and she will arrange
for a pick-up. Unfortunately, we do not have room to store larger
items (we are not carrying them upstairs to the attic which we
just emptied), but we will be happy to have you save them for us
until closer to auction time.
Don’t forget that our library shelf list is now online and, after
perusing it, you may make an appointment to use any of our
resources.

The Museum has a “Streak of Lightning” pieced quilt attributed
to Emeline Gallup Smith (1816-1886), wife of Orlando Smith,
although it is not the top in which we are interested for this story.
It’s the back.

It feels really good to get back to our
regular programming. Thanks to
Peter Piacquadio (pictured), Lawrence Grebstein and Ken Rahn for
introducing us to the music which
Lincoln loved and to Ellen Madison
for narrating.
Thanks to Bob Madison for his
program on the books which Sherlock Holmes (not Conan Doyle)
had. Bob shared the actual editions which scholars have identified as those that Sherlock might have had. Tony Smith was the
lucky winner of a complete set of Sherlock Holmes.
Candlelight dinners are still on hiatus due to the pandemic, but
we look forward to resuming these popular events as soon as it is
safe to do so.
Our committee working with River Bend Cemetery on the dedication of their new administrative building discovered in idle
conversation that the cemetery had a copy of the second volume
of Dwight and Anna Brown’s book listing the burials there. With
their permission, we copied the book and it is now a part of our
granite collection in the library at the Carriage House where we
can take advantage of the hours of work that they invested in this
project.

To quote from the Rhode Island Quilt Documentation Project
done in 1995, “The back of the quilt is pieced from an old crewelwork coverlet of off-white linen fabric, with several shades of
blue floral embroidery. The needlework is the style of eighteenthcentury embroidery, when indigo dye was commonly available,
and the use of varying shades of blue was popular in American
needlework. It is documented that Emeline’s great aunt, Prudence Geer Punderson, stitched crewelwork bed hangings and
bed covers, several of which are now housed in the collections of
the Connecticut Historical Society.”
By the time that Emeline was quilting, crewel bed hangings and
bed coverings had declined in popularity, but thrifty women
often reused and reworked outdated textiles into contemporary
styles. We can safely assume that Emeline was doing just that.
Our docents did that as well by incorporating the design into the
curtains.
Jackie Brennan, our textile archivist, has preserved the pieces as
part of our historical record.
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The "Smithies" at Smith's
A four-foot wide photo(below) of the Smith Granite Company
blacksmith shop is our most recent addition to the granite exhibit. Steve Ornberg shared the photo which not only shows the
blacksmith shop in the early twentieth century but also includes
his grandfather Bill Ornberg and his great-uncle Saxton Burdick as
part of the crew.

The blacksmith shop at the Sullivan Quarry (below)
dates from the mid-twentieth century and is an important part of our collection. We used the photo of the
Smith Granite Company blacksmith shop because it is
of the same vintage as the other large photos in the
granite exhibit.

The blacksmith shop is often overlooked in the history of the
granite industry. Granite could not be quarried or cut without
the continual sharpening of the iron tools. Whether drilling in the
quarry, cutting a monument to its proper dimensions, surfacing
the face of the monument, cutting letters, or carving a delicate
lily, sharp tools were essential. In the early days, oxen needed to
be shod as well. Tool boys carried the dull tools to the cutter's
favorite smithy, who knew how to sharpen them appropriately.
This photo provides context for our blacksmith exhibit by showing
the setting in which our tools would have been used.

In Memoriam
Mildred Beam
Docent

Please consider becoming a 2022 member and supporting the work we do. Please fill out the form and mail to:
Ellen L. Madison, 49 South Woody Hill Road, Westerly, RI 02891

Membership Form
Member/Corporate Sponsor Name_________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
Phone number ________________________________________Email ___________________________________
Membership Level: __$25 __$50 __$100 __$250 __$500 __$1,000 __$1,500 __$2,000 __$3,000
Make checks payable to Babcock-Smith House Museum.
Thank you.
I would like information on: ___ candlelight dinners for 12 ___ including the Museum in my estate plan
My donation will be matched by_________________________________________
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Upcoming Events

Open House									
Opening of Little Victorians exhibit, child-friendly refreshments and free tours.

Saturday, May 28, 2pm

Reminisce with Gert								

Sunday, June 5 at 2pm
Join us as Gertrude Smith shares her memories of the history of the Trust. She and her husband Isaac were part of the history for
over forty years of the museum’s development.

Little Victorians Garden Tea 		

Wednesday, June 29 from 1 – 3 pm
Save the date for another of our delectable tea parties in the Carriage House to celebrate the opening of Little Victorians, depicting the world of children during the Victorian Age and beyond. Enjoy a program (TBA) as well as the usual delicious luncheon
prepared by the Museum’s docents. Tickets are $25 and include the Tea Party and the viewing of the exhibit on the first floor of
the Museum House. Advance purchase is required. Call 401-348-5971.

Down by the Riverside 					

Tuesday, July 12, 6 pm rain date July 14
										
Tuesday, August 9, 6 pm rain date August 11
Museum volunteers will conduct a new walking tour to highlight monuments in the old section of River Bend Cemetery.

Who Was ‘Crazy Harry’?

Sunday, September 18, at 2 pm
Suzanne Matteson will share her research on Harry Babcock, whose portrait is featured in both the Museum house and the Stonington Historical Society Palmer Mansion.
Unless otherwise noted, events will be at the Carriage House and free to members. $5.00 for not-yet members.

